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MosT MELANCHOLY DISASTERS. We add two 
more to the long catalogue of terrible disasters by 
steam, by which nearly two hundred individuals, 
comprising the worth, intelligence and beauty of 
our country have metan untimely death. The de- 
tails, though meager, are most heart-rending, but 
fall far short of the dreadful events in those scenes 
of death. Deeply, most deeply, do we sympathize 
with the friends of the survivors whose hearts have 
been made desolate, but yet have no hope that this 
sacrifice of life and the living misery it has entailed, 
will prevent similar uccurrences in future. The 
public mind has become callous from their fre- 
quency; and, as ifin mockery of the sufferers, al- 
inost at the moment when their shrieks of despair 
were sounding over the wide waste of waters, some 
of the representatives of the nation were declaiming 
against the right of congress to save their lives. 
And it was only a few days since, that we read in one 
of the papers, published in the city from which the 
Pulaski sailed, a frivolous anecdote directly tend- 
ing to encourage that spirit of competition which, 
itis said, caused her destruction. Oh! most hu- 
mane legislators, most charitable editors! You 
condemn the wretch to the penitentiary who, in a 
drunken brawl, stabs his comrade, but commend 
those as experienced and able who for the accursed 
spirit of gain, deliberately jeopard a hundred lives 
on which are linked a thousand destinies. 


P. S. It is with great joy we state that the fol- 
lowing persons have been rescned from the wreck 
of the Pulaski, in addition to those enumerated in 
the account published in page 259: 

A. Lovejoy, Camden co., Georgia; maj. Heath, 
Baltimore; inaj. Twiggs and son, Richinond co., 
Geo.; Mr. Greenwood, Augusta, Geo; Mr. O’Gre- 
gory, Augusta, Geo.; Mrs. Noah Smith, Augusta, 


Geo.; Miss Rebecea Lamar, Augusta. Geo.; Chas. | 
Lamar. Savannah; Robert Seabrook, Edisto Island: | 


S. C.; Masters T. & W. Whaley, (2) Edisto Island, 


8. C,; Mr. R. Hutchinson, Savannah; Mr. A. Ham- | 
ilton, Angusta, Geo.;: capt. Pearson, Baltimore; | 
Mr. Edings, Edisto Island, S.C.; Mr. C. Ward, | 


Savannah; Chicken, Ist engineer; E. Joseph, New 
York; C. W. Clifton, Canton, Mississippi; D. 
Walker, and nephew Thomas Downing, Charleston; 
Warren Freeman, Macon, Geo.;: —~— unknown: 
John Cape, fireman, Baltimore; fireman; Pa- 
trick and Bill, deck hands; Rhynah, a negro women; 
a hegro woman belonging to Dr. Stewart. 











CoxsTITUTIONAL ScRUPLES!!! It being deem- 
ed important that the people should have within 


their reach for inferination and reference, official | 


accounts of the proceedings of their representa- 
fives and the laws passed by thei, the committee 
on the library, as ous mode of accomplishing such 
object, recently reported a resolution authorizing 
the clerk of the house of representatives to sub- 
scribe for certain copies of the “ReGtsTER” for each 
ineinber thereof (to be deposited with the clerks of 


the different counties, or otherwise disposed of so 


that the public could have aecess to them )—pro- 
Vided we wonld agree to publish in it, weekly, the 
Journals of both houses of congress, with the yeas 
and nays on all questions decided, and at the end of 
or every session all the laws passed or treaties rati- 
fied. This proposition, if agreed to, would, as ex- 
plained by the chairman of the committee on the 
library, have enabled ns to distribute about eight 

ousand copies of the journals every week, and the 
‘ae number of copies of the laws at the end of every 
$esston, ina suitable form for reference, at a cost of 
about $5,000 per annum to the nation,—or about one 
nie of the amountof the expense we would have to 
: cur to do the work. And yet it was rejected in 
“nsequence of the constitutional scruples of cer- 
books meets who could rot agree to vote for 
Wh the We cried content to this decision, though 
pei longht, and, still think, that the project of the 
Nninittee on the library was intended to fulfil to 
: wt that provision of the constitution which 

“fares that congress shall publish a journal of its 


Proceedings, 
Vor. LIV.—Sie. 17. 


Thus content, we had banished the decision of 
the house from our mind, when not long since our 
attention was attracted by A CART HEAVI. 
LY LADEN WITH HANDSOMELY BOUND, 
BOOKS, standing before the door of one of our 
respectable boarding houses—and were informed 
that they belonged to the delegation froin one of the 
small states, and were byta sinall portion of a mass 
for which large suins had been recently appropria- 
ted by congress!!! Now, without casting the 
slightest imputation upon congress, we think this 
case presents a singular commentary upon consti- 
tutional scruples! Why, that cart load of books, 
a gift to six or seven individuals, cost the people 
nearly as inuch money as our project to place the 
journals and laws in the hands of every voter in 
the country, at the least possible price, wouid 
have cost the government for one year—and we 
verily believe, that the money voted for books 
within the last few years, would pay the cost of fen 
thousand copies of the journal a’.d laws, to be pub- 
lished on our plan, for TWENTY-FIVE YEARS!!! 
And yet in the one case it is constitutional, and in 
the other it is not! 

We make no comments upon this subject, and 
merely state the facts for the information of those 
who have expressed their surprise at the result of 
the decision upon the proposition of the cominittee 
on the library. We einbrace the occasion, how- 
ever, to say that we are determined to jublish the 
journals and laws on our own responsibility, as 
soon as we feel authorized to incur the extra ex- 
pense. The journals are the only infallible exposi- 
tion of the conduct of a representative, and ought to 
be in the hands, or within the reach, of every con. 
stituent—especially the yeas and nays, which speak 
a language that canno,. be misunderstood. With 








the laws and journals added to the documentary 
articles with which onr pages are filled, we hazard | 
| nothing in saying, that the ““ReGrsTER” must be. | 


i cv 


‘come the most useful political journal ever pub- | 
lished, and that it will confer great and lasting 


benefits upon posterity. 





| * ° ° . 
VirGcinita. The Virzinia commercial conven- | 


tion which convened at Richmond in the early part 
of last week, adjourned on Saturday last. Among 
the resolutions adopted was the following: 

‘© Resolved, That a vigorous and persevering 
effort be made to build up and sustain a large and 
increasing foreign import trade—that a committee 
'of merchants be appointed, to sit after the adjourn. | 
‘ment of the convention, to prepare an address to| 
(our fellow citizens, unfolding the importance of 
such a trade, and the ready capacity of Virginia to | 
obtain it—stating the support the trade will derive | 
from an increase of bank facilities, under such re- | 
'strictions and modifications as the wisdom of tie | 
legislature may devise, and from an addition to the 
banking capital, if the addition authorized by the 
existing laws shall be found, after a sufficient trial, 
to be inadequate to sustain and support the vari 

}ous interests of the commonwealth—and stating 
|the aid the trade will derive from a judicious sys- 
| tem of internal improvements, and that the legisla- 
ture be respectfully requested to meet the advances 
of any neighboring state, who may have enacted 
laws to transport her products and merchandize 
into Virginia.” 

The convention also recommended another state 
convention to assemble in Norfolk in November 
next, and the appointment of delegates to the Au- 
gusta (Geo.) convention. 











DEATH ov TALLEYRAND. This extraordinary 
man, died on the 17th of Mav. He had been ont | 
in his carriage on the previous Sunday; but a slight 
sore produced an anthrax, or gangrene, and he was 
thus carried off in his 84th year. He had for some 
‘time written and addressed to the pope a retraction 
of his conduct at the famons ceremony of the fed- 
eration, where he forgot his episcopal ordination, 
and condescended to bless that democratic and 
somewhat heathen ceremony. He received abso- 
lution, extreme unction, and died in the peace of 
the catholic church; although the archbishop of 
Paris, to whom the prince had sent a copy of his 
letter to the pope, kept aloof from his bedside, 
King Lonis Philippe, however, visited the death- 
bed of the veteran statesman, whose respect for 








etiquette and courtly ideas was manifest, even in 








ETRE 


hisdying moments. He insisted on presenting to 
the king all who happened to be with him, and had 
not undergone that ceremony, and he acknowledg- 
ed the king’s visit, not as the act of warm and 
private friendship, but as ‘‘a great honor done to 
his house.”?> Madaine Adelaide, sister of the king 
also visited the prince. Messrs. Thiers and Mole 
also attended his last monents. [Morning Chronicle. 


In an article on this subject, the Courier Fran- 
cais says: “He quitted life with a calmness that 
could not have been exceeded by the purest con- 
science. In death he preserved all the stoicism 
(impassibilile) of his life. He went out of the world 
like a true courtier, by using flattering words to his 
king, and like a true diplomatist by negociating 
with the pope, with whom, asa consecrated bishop, 
a married priest, and excommunicated catholic, he 
had many accounts to settle.” 


Great preparations were making in Paris for the 
funeral of prince Talleyrand. Upholsterers were 
employed during the whole of one day in deco- 
rating the church of the Assumption and the Ar- 
dent chapel, in which he was to be laid out in 
state, an hour before the funeral ceremony. The 
court-yard of his hotel was hung in black, and 
in the centre stood a rich canopy, under which 
the body was to be exposed previous to its being 
conveyed to the church. The corps diplomatigue, the 
authorities, the chamber of peers, were to attend 
at the funeral, and the four corners of the nall were 
to be borne by Marshal Soult, Chancellor Pasquier, 
Count Mole, president of the council, and the 
Duke of Broglie, as grand dignitaries of the order 
of the legion of honor. Four of the royal cars 
riages were to follow the procession. 





Tue Great WESTERN arrived at New York 
from Bristol on Sunday morning last, having sailed 
from Bristol on the 4th inst. She arrived at Bristol 
from New York in fourteen days, on which ocea- 
sion a grand entestaininent was given on board of 
her. The Sirius reached Falmouth from New York 
in eighteen days, and returned to New York on Mon- 


day last in seventeen days from Cork, whither she 


went from Falmouth. The political advices brought 
by these ships are not of much interest. The 
Sirius is to sail to-day from New York for London. 
The Great Western gues on Monday. 





EXPRESS MAIL ROBBED. The Nashville Whig 
of the 16th states that the express mail was robbed 
on the night of the 13th on the Louisville road, near 
Beacon creek. The express horse was stopped in 
the road by the robber and the rider dismounted and 
tied toa sappling. The saddle bags were carried 
about a mile into the barrens, cut open, and the 
most part of their contents carried off. The mail, 
it is said, wasa large, and no donbt a very valuable 
one, containing, as it did, the letter packages from 


| New Orleans of the 8th and 9th, Mobile of the 10th 


ard Nashville of the 13th inst. No clue has yet 
been found to the name of the robber, nor is it 
certain that there was only one concerned. 


From the “Globe” of Saturday night. 
A MAIL DESTROYED BY FIRE. 


Copy of a letter from the postmaster at Silver Creek, 
New York. 
Post office, Silver Creek, N. Y., June 16, 1838. 

Srr: The mail from Toledo, Ohio, for Buffalo, 
New York, by the steamboat Washington, of the 
14th inst. was burnt in said boat off this port this 
morning about 4 o‘clock. 

The destruction was so rapid that nothing was 
saved; the passengers that escaped, did so by swim, 
ming about two miles to land. 

I have advised the postinasters at Toledo and 
Buffalo of this event, that they may advise those in- 
terested of the loss of these letters. 

Respectfully. &c. 
W. VANn DvzeEN, P.M, 
Hon. 4. Kendall, postmaster general, 





Navat. On Wednesday last the nomination of 
James K. Paulding, to be secretary of the navy, vice 
M. Dickerson, resigned, was confirmed by the se- 
nafe. 

On the same day, also, was confirmed the nomi- 
nation of John R. Livingston, to be navy agent for 
the port of New York, vice J. K. Paulding. 
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THE MURDER IN ARKANSAS. The Little Rock 
Gazette of the 23d inst., contains a full and detailed 
account of the trial of colonel John Wilson, late 
speaker of the house of representatives, and mem- 
ber from Clarke county, for the murder of major J. 
J. Anthony, member froin the county of Randolph, 
on the 4th day of December last. ‘There were six 
witnesses exainined on behalf of the state, and two 
in behalf of the accused. 

It appears from the testimony, that this unfortu- 
nate occurrence originated in an allusion made by 
Mr. Anthony, with regard to the Real Estate Bank, 
of which the speaker was president. The deceased 
was speaking on a bill relative to granting pre- 
miums for killing wolves; the bill required that an 
affidavit be nade before a magistrate previous to the 
payment of premium. 

Mr. Anthony moved to strike out the word magis- 
trate, and insert the “‘president of the Real Estate 
Bank.”? The speaker immediately asked, ‘“‘do you 
mean to insult the chair? If you do, you will take 
it back very quick.” Mr. A. disclaimed any in- 
sult, but observed that he thought ‘‘the certificates 
should be signed by a man of great dignity.”” As 
soon as those words were uttered, the speaker left 
the chair, and as he descended, drew his bowie 
knife, having a blade nine inches long. Mr. A. 
then left his seat, and drew hisknife, blade twelve 
inches long, advanced towards the speaker—flour- 
ishing the knife—:made two passes, and struck him 
onthe arm. Wilson retreated a few paces, and as 
he was again in the act of advancing, Anthony 
threw his knife and afterwards a chair at him. 
Wilson then rushed towards Anthony, who imme- 
diately picked up another chair to defend himself. 
Wilson caught it, made a thrust with his knife un- 


placing a mass of combustibles under the flooring. 

A negro girl living in the yard, first gave the 
alarm to her mistress, after bed time, but the lady 
could perceive no traces of fire; the girl, however, 
soon pointed out the spot, when the floor being cut 
away, they found two separate places on fire, and 
the sills just catching. The fire was quietly put 
out, and the girl, together with other slaves from 
the adjoining lots, were arrested for examination. 
No information could be obtained from the girl: she 
pretended to know nothing of the incendiary. 

Another. Yesterday morning about half past five 
o’clock, Mr. B. Clark, No. 262 King street, had 
just got home from patrol duty, when on entering 
the door of his dwelling, found the entry filled with 
sinoke; he gave the alarm, and the neighbors com- 
ing in, found the under part of tne stairway on fire, 
kindled by parcels of dry goods, books, &c. in one 
large mass. 

The family, who were asleep on the second floor, 
knew nothing of their danger until aroused by the 
noise below. <A few minutes longer of delay would 
have proved fatal, and the unsuspecting inmates 
been cut off by the destroying element. 





Cox. Crockett. Col. Forbes has recently re- 
lated to us an interesting anecdote of the celebrated 
Crockett. At the commencement of the war the 
latter arrived at Nacogdoches accompanied by seve- 
ral volunteers. Soon after their arrival they pro- 
ceeded to the office of col. Forbes, (whu was then 
first judge of the municipality.) to take the oath of 
allegiance. The colonel immediately wrote out 
the following form: 

“I do solemnly swear that I will bear true alle- 
giance to the provisional government of Texas, or 





derneath the chair, which entered Anthony’s breast, 
who immediately fell and expired. 

The verdict of the jury was, ‘guilty of excusable 
homicide.”” VThe prisoner was then discharged. 

In speaking of major Anthony, the Gazette ob- 
serves, “he was an officer of the war of 1812 with 
Great Britain, and was ore of the gallant defenders 
of Fort Sandusky; subsequently served in the Creek 
war, under general Jackson, where he acquitted 


himself in such a manner, as to give entire satis- | 


faction to that distinguished military chief.” 





SMITHSONIAN LEGACY. The Pennsylvanian 
states, on the authority of a letter from London, 
that ‘the hon. Richard Rush has obtained an abso- 
lute decree fur the Smithsonian bequest, and that 
the money has been paid to hin. It amounts to 
upwards of a hundred thousand pounds sterling. 
Mr. Rush was to have embarked on his return in 
the course of the present month, bringing with him 
the money thus bequeathed for the purpose of edu- 
cation in the United States. It was supposed that 
the matter would have been the cause of a tedious 
chancery suit, but it appears from this intelligence 
thatit has been terminated with a very little delay.” 





Sr. AucustTine. We are indebted to captain 
Southwick, of the schr. Empire, arrived yesterday 
from St. Augustine, for the Herald of the 2d instant, 
froin which we copy the following: 

Extract of a letter to the editor, dated 

Garey’s Ferry, May 28, 1888. 

Two days ago, captain Thigpin, of a company of 
volunteers, now mustering here, gave notice to col. 
Twiggs that a party of Indians had been at John’s 
Ferry, on New river, about 40 miles north of this 
place. With his usual activity, our gallant com- 
mander, colonel Twiggs, ordered captain Bullock, 
with E company, 2d dragoons—the only one com- 
pany then at Garey’s Ferry—to proceed at once 
with the sixty men of captain Thigpin’s, to Fort 
Harnee, there to be reinforced by as many men as 
could be spared, and pursue the Indians until they 
came up with them. 

These Indians are thought to be ranaway Creeks, 
and to have been camping about New river and its 
vicinity for some time. There number has not 
been ascertained, but twenty-five fires have been 
seen. 

Anexpress from Micanopy arrived yesterday, 
states that captain Tompkins, at that post, expect- 
ed to have a fight with Tigertail on the 30th. Ti- 
gertail was near him with plenty of women and 
men and full of fight. The Tallahassees were with 


him. The despatch says that two companies of| borhood affirms that she wove 30 yards of it with- 


dragoons had been sent out to fight him. 
[ Charleston Mercury. 


FURTHER ATTEMPTS TO FIRE THE CITY OF 
CHARLESTON. By the Mercury of the 11th inst., 
We perceive that further attempts have been made 
to fire the city. 

On Saturday evening, the 9th instant, about 10 


o’clock, the kitchen attached to the dwelling of| operation. A portion of the machinery is also de- 


Mr. Davega, in Boundary street, was set fire to, by 


any future government that may be hereafter de- 
_clared, and that I will serve her honestly and faith- 
! fully against all her enemies and oppressors what- 
| Soever, and observe and obey the orders of the 
‘governor of Texas, the orders and decrees of the 
| present and future authorities, and the orders of the 
officers appointed over me according to the rules 
and articles for the government of Texas so help 
ime God ” 
_ Upon offering it to Crockett he refused to sign 
| it, saying that he was willing to take an oath to 
|Support any future republican government, but 
conld not subscribe his naine to this form, as the 
| future government might be despotic; the colonel 
therefore inserted the word republican between the 
| words future and government, and Crockett readily 
| signed the instrument. The original has lately 
been deposited in the office of the secretary of war, 
‘in which the word republican appears inferlined, 
and beneath it is the autograph of David Crockett. 
[ Zexas Telegraph. 





ALABAMA Corton Factory. The Tuscaloosa 
Monitor of the 30th ult., gives the following inter- 
esting description of this establishment: 

As we were travelling some two weeks ago, 
through rather a sterile and unimproved portion of 
our state, where the county of Bibb borders on that 
of ‘Tuscaloosa, we were all at once surprised with 
an imposing edifice of brick, three stories high, and 
| being, as we afterwards learned, ninety feet by forty- 
‘four in extent. The dashing energies of water 
power saluted our ears, accompanied with the whir!l- 
|ing sound of diversified machinery. What have 
| we here? was ourihquiry. We left our seats in the 
| stage, and during the few moments which we had 

to spare, took a view of the works that were going 
| forward. In the second story we found the card- 
‘ing and roping operations going forward; and in 
the third,a multitude of spindles were employed in 
_the finishing work of making cotton yarn. <A few 
_hands, men, women,and children, seemed to be em- 
ployed, in rather a quiet way, in attending to the 
/Inachinery, and seeing that it performed its busi- 
| ness correctly. In «nother apartment, the cotton 
gin is in operation; so that the factory is prepared 
| to take the cotton, either after it has been picked, 
orin the seed. Inthe spinning department, there 
have been in operation, heretofore, 500 spindles; but 
they have recently obtained an additional supply, 
and will very soon be working between 700 and 800. 
There is a water power sufficient, we are assured, 
to work 10,000. The cotton yarn produced is said 
to be of an excellent quality. A lady of the neigh- 








out breaking a thread. The aveiage production per 
day, with five hundred spindles, has been 430 dozen. 
About twenty hands are employed—all white— 
some males, some females—some large, and some 
small. They are chiefly people of the neighbor- 
hood, and are said to be pleased with their employ- 
ment. A grist mill and saw mill are connected 
with the works, which are in active and profitable 





— 
ville, in honor, we suppose of D. Scott, one of the 
principal proprietors. The works belong to, ang 
are conducted by the Tuscaloosa Manufacturiy, 
Company. We learn, that the prospects of the 
company asto profit, are exceedingly flatterin 
Their sales are brisk... They contemplate addinz 4 
weaving factory to the other works. Thus has 
this business been successfully carried forward 
while very few persons in the state knew that any 
thing of the kind was under way. Indeed we 
doubt whether the information, that such factory 
exists, may not be news unheard of before, to more 
than one half of the people of Bibb and Tuscaloo. 
sa counties. 








New HampsuHrre. June 8. The committee 
appointed to receive and cast the returns of votes 
for governor, reported that the 


Whole number was 54,570 

Necessary for a choice 27,286 

Estimated as scattering 198 
James Wilson had 43} 
James Wilson Jr. had 25,244 
Isaac Hill had 28,607 


This number exceeds by more than nine thou. 
sand that ever before given at an annual election 
inthis state. In 1820, the whole number was about 
forty-five thousand. 

In the house of representatives of New Hampshire, 
after the report of the committee appointed to noti- 
fy the governor of his election had been presented, 
Mr. Eastman of Conway presented the following re- 
solution: 

Resolved, That a committee of ten be appointed 
to inquire whether the hon. Isaac Hill, governor 
elect, holds any office or place under the United 
States which constitutionally disqualifies him from 
holding the office of governor, and to report the 
facts in relation to that subject to this house, and 
that said committee be empowered to send for per- 
sons and papers. 

Mr. Quincy said he did not object to going into 
an inqniry at a proper time, but for the present he 
wished the resolution to lie onthe table. He there- 
fore moved that it lie on the table. 

Mr. Bartlett of Portsmouth inquired if the effect 
of this motion was not to prevent debate. 

The chair said a motion to lie on the table could 
not be debated. 

Mr. Bartlett observed that he made the inquiry 
that the house might be informed of the effect ot 
the motion, to stifle inquiry 

The motion was decided in the affirmative—yeas 
126, nays 110. So the resolution was laid on the 
table. 





Navy department, June 13, 1838. 
The board of naval surgeons, recently convened 
in Philadelphia for the examination of candidates 
for admission into the navy, adjourned on the 11th 
instant. 
The following is the list of the approved candi- 
dates, in the order of merit, viz: 


No. Silas Holmes of Rhode Island. 

No. Edwd. H Van Wyck of New York. 
No. Horace D. Taliaferro of Virginia, 
No. J. Howard Smith of Pennsylvania. 


John A. Guion of North Carolina. 
James McClelland of Pennsylvania. 
Samuel R. Addison of Ohio. 

Wm. B. Sinclair of Virginia. 

No. ¥Y. Samuel Jackson of North Carolina. 
No. 10. James Jeffry Brownlee of New York. 
No. 11. Jeshua Huntington of Connecticut. 
No. 12. Robt. B. Banister of Virginia. 

No. 13. John S. Whittle of Virginia. 

No. 14. Augustus I’. Lawyer of New York. 
No. 15. Stephen A. McCreery of Virginia. 
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Mint of the United States, _ 
June 5, 1838. 
Sir—I send you to-day the usual report, required 
by the department of the gold coinage in May, and 
I’ now present to you the following statement o 
the whole amount of coinage done at the mint 
during the same month. 





Denomination. Value. No. of pieces: 
Half eagles, 195,295 00 39,059 
Quarter eagles 21,972 00 8,789 
Half dollars, 174,000 00 348,000 
Quarter dollars, 49,000 00 196,000 
Dimes, 62,500 00 625,000 
Half dimes. 26,500 00 530,000 
Cents, 8,785 00 §78,500 

Totals, $538 ,052,000 2,625,348 


This statement shows an amount of work greater 
than has ever been heretofore done at the mint I? 
the same time, since the labor is proportional, no 
to the value of the coins, but more nearly to ot 
number of pieces. It will be observed tha 





| voted to wool carding. The place is called Scotts- 





2,229,500 coins have been struck, of less deno™!- 
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roa than the half dollar. and we are still busily ; Onslow county, where they remained from Friday| After picking up all the floating baggage which 
poste Pee with the fabrication of these small coins, | evening until Sunday morning, and then started for | could be seen, the hull—which was still able to 
0 


for which the demand seems to be but little dimin- | Wilmington. The mate and two passengers reached 


ished. , here this morning (18th June) about 9 o’clock. 
The saint at New Orleans, after having varions Passengers who left Charleston. 

unforeseen difficulties to overcome, commenced Mrs. Nightingale, and servant; Mrs. Fraser, and 
coining on the 7th of last mouth; so that all the |child; Mrs. Wilkins, and child; Mrs. Mackay, 
branch mints are now in full operation. ‘child, and servant; Miss A. Parkman, Miss C. 
Very respectfully, Parkman, Miss T. Parkinan; Mrs. Hutchison, two 
Your faithful servant, children, and servant; Mrs. Lamar, Miss R. La- 
R. M. Patrerson, mar, Miss M. Lamar, Miss R. S. Lamar, Miss E. 
Direcior. 


(Signed ) 


Hon. Levi Woodbury, 


vant; Mrs. Stuart, and servant; Mrs. Wort; Mrs. 
Secretary of the treasury. 


Taylor; Mrs. Wagner, child, and servant; Miss 
Drayton; Mrs. Pringle, and child; Miss Prin- 





float the engine—was towed into Silver creek, 
where it sank in six or eight feet water. The 
North America remained at Silver creek, employ- 
ed in this melancholy business, six or seven hours, 
and every thing was done by captain Edmonds, and 
his crew, for the relief of the sufferers. Their 
prompt and efficient services are entitled to all 
praise. 

The ill-fated Washington was built at Ashtabula 


Lamar; Mrs Dunham; Mrs. Cumming, and ser- | last winter, and had made but one trip previous to 


her destruction. The fire caught near the boilers, 
and had made such progress when discovered, as 
to defy all attempts to extinguish it. The helm 





MOST AWFUL DISASTERS. gle, and nurse; Mrs. Murray, Miss Murray, 
ee ere Mrs. Britt, Miss Heald, Mrs. Rutledge, Miss 
Office of the Wilinington nie ae | Rutledge, Mrs. H. S. Ball, nurse, child, and ser- 


acy 0 'vant; Miss Trapier, Mrs. Longworth, Mrs. Ed- 
Loss of the steam packet Pulaski, with a crew of dings, and child; Miss Mikell, Mrs. Coy, and 


thirty-seven, and one hundred and fifty or one hun- child; Miss Clarke, Mrs. B. F. Smith, Mrs. N 
dred and sixly passengers. 


Sinith.-Mrs. Gregory, Mrs. Davis, Mrs. Hubbard, 
On Thursday, the 14th instant, the steamer Pu- | Mrs. Merritt, Miss Greenwood, Gen. Heath, Col. 
laski, captain Dubois, left Charleston for Baltimore | Dunham, Maj. Twiggs, Judge Rochester, Judge 
with about 150 passengers, of whom about 50 were | Cameron, Rev. E. Crotts, Rev. Mr. Murray, Dr. 
ladies. Stewart, Dr. Cumming, Dr. Wilkins, Messrs. 5S. B. 
At about 11 o’clock on the same night, while off| Parkham, G. B. Lamar, C. Lamar, W. Lamar, T. 
the North Carolina coast, say 30 tniles from land, | Lamar, R. Hutchinson, R. Brower, L. Livermore, 
weather moderate and night dark, the starboard | B. W. Fosdick, H. Eldridge, C. Ward, G. Hunt- 
boiler exploded, and the vessel was lost, with all/|ington, J. H. Cooper, H. B. Nichols, L. Bird, A. 
ihe passengers and crew except those whose names | Lovejoy, W. W. Foster, J. L. Wort, C. Hodson, 
are enumerated among the saved in the list to be | W. Stewart, D. Ash, A. Hamilton, S. Miller, R. 
found below. W.A. Pooler, R. W. Pooler, jr.,W. C. N. Swift, A. 
We have gathered the following facts from the | Burns, H. N. Carter, Pringle, Rutledge, H.S. Ball, 
first mate, Mr Hibbeid, who had charge of the | Longworth, F. M’Rea, T. C. Rowand, Eddings, 
boat at the time. Mr. Hibberd states that at about | R. Seabrook, S. Keith, G. W. Coy, T. Whaley, W. 
10 o’clock at night he was called to the command | Whaley, O. Gregorie, N. Smith, B. F. Smith, G. 
of the boat, and that he was pacing the promenade | Y. Davis, R. D. Walker, E. W. James, Hubbard, 
deck in front of the steerage house; that he found|J. Auze, Bennett, Clifton, Merritt, Greenwood, 
himself, shortly after, upon the main deck, lying | Evans, and Freeman. 
between the mast and the side of the boat; that, | Passengers saved in the two yauls. 
upon the return of consciousness, he iad a confused 











'was instantly put about, and the boat headed for 
shore, but in a few moments the wheel ropes were 
burnt off, and she was rendered an unmanageable 
wreck. Had iron rods been substituted, as melan- 
choly experience has taught on the Mississippi, this 
appalling loss of life might have been averted! 

We hear that the surviving passengers of the 
Washington unite in stating that no blame was at- 
tributable to captain Brown, the commander. 

We hope and expect that the reported loss of 
life, as stated above, may prove exaggerated. We 
have heard, since commencing this article, the loss 
variously estimated from twenty to siaty. Many of 
the survivors were badly burned before they left 
the boat. 





From the Intelligencer of the 15th inst. 
MESSRS. BELL AND TURNEY. 


To the editors. 
Wushington, June 14, 1838. 
Gentlemen:—In the Globe of the 12th instant, 
and which was published yesterday morning, [ ob- 
served a statement relative to the recent personal 
rencontre between my colleague and myself, which 
is expected, no doubt, to be regarded by the pub- 
lic as atrue narrative of all the circumstances at- 








ijea of having heard an explosion, something like 
that of gunpowder, immediately before he discov-| Sinons, Georgia; J. H. Cooper, Glynn, Grorgia; 
ered Beas gi ee ape igi inal a Raa pleay 'P. W. Pooler, Savannah, Georgia; ‘Capt. Pooler, 
therefore, to rise and W alk aft, where he discovered | per’: Wi. Robertenn, Savanuah, eoesia: Eiian 1; 
that the boat inidships was blown entirely lo pieces; | Barney, N. C.; Solomon——; S. Hibberd, Ist mate 
that the head of the starboard boiler was blown | P : ; ? : 


Mrs. P. M. Nightingale, servant and child, of tending it.* Among other misrepresentations in 
Cumberland island; Mrs. W. Fraser and child, St. ' ~z73 . 
| A. 4 , *The speech of Mr. Turney, which we publish 





to-day, will enable the public to decide whether 
the charges brought by him against Mr. Bell, are 
well sustained and whether the mode adopted by 
Mr. Bell to meet them was appropriate. Mr. 





out, and the top torn open; that the timbers and | tranapeth inh dtng Ba e atl penne: fs: 
plank on the starboard side were forced asunder, | Zeuchtenberg, Munich; Chares B. Tappan, New 
and that the boat took in water whenever she rolled | York; Gideon West, New Bedford, boatswain; B. 
or ae | Brown, Norfolk, steward. 
in that direction, | al ioe : ; 

He became immediately aware of the horrors of | Persons drowned in landing. 
their situation, and the danger of letting the pas- | Mr. Bird, of Bryan co. Georgia; an old gentle- 
sengers know that the boat was sinking, before | man from Buffalo, N. Y., and recently from Pensa- 
lowering the swall boats. He proceed+d, therefore, | cola; a young man name unknown; Jenny, a color- 
todo this. Upon dropping the boat, he was asked ‘ed woman; Priscilla, a colored woman, stewardness. 
his object, and he replied that it was to pass around | 


the steamer to ascertain her condition. Before doing | From the Buffalo Commercial Advertiser. 


Turney, it seems, felt himself called upon, as a 
representative of Tennessee, to defend the fame of 
aman endeared to the state by a life of patriotic 
services, who had been traduced by the representa- 
tive from his own district in the grossest manner. 
If general Jackson were the corrupt, enprincipled, 
dishonest man, portrayed in Mr. Bell’s philipics, 
the honors paid him by Tennessee dishonored the 
state. Mr. Turney doubtless felt that, in vindi- 
cating the retired chief magistrate from the foulest 





this, however, he took in a couple of men. He| The steamboat North America is just in, by pas- 
ordered the other boats to be lowered, and two were | sengers on which we learn the particulars of a most | 
siortly put into the water, but they leaked so much | heart-rending calamity—TrHE DESTRUCTION OF 
in consequence of their long exposure to the sun,| THE NEW AND ELEGANT STEAMBOAT WASH 
that one of them sunk, after a fruitless attempt to | INGTON, by fire, off Silver creek, about 3 o’clock 
bail her. He had in the interitn taken several from | this morning, with the estimated loss of FIFTY 
the water, until the number made ten. Inthe other | LIVES!! 

boat atloat there were eleven. While they were; The Washington passed the North American 
making a fruitless attempt to bail the small boat, | while the latter lay at Erie, in the early part of the 
the Pulaski went down with a dreadful crash, in| night, and was not again seen by those on board 


aspersions, he performed a duty to his own consti- 
tnents. There is scarcely a man of them of 
whatever political principles, who would be con- 
tent to hear the traduction with which Mr. Bell 
regaled his Hartford Convention friends during his 


last fall’s tour through the New England states, 


repeated in the house of representatives, without 
an answer. 

Mr. Turney responded, and, as Mr. Bell’s sub- 
sequent conduct proved, with full effect. The 
speech, as printed, is but the plain demonstration 





about 45 minutes after the explosion. the North America until, when within about three 
Both boats now insisted upon Mr. Hibberd’s di- | miles of this city, a bright glare of light was dis- | 

recting their course to the shore, but he resisted | covered by the helmsman in the direction of Silver | 

their remonstrances, replying that he would not | creek, and the North America was instantly put 

abandon the spot until daylight. At about three about for the scene of apprehended disaster. 

o'clock in the morning they started, in the midst of} On nearing tbe spoi, about 6 o’clock, the burn- | 

the wailings of the hopeless beings who were float- |ing hull of the large and noble boat was found | 








ing around in every direction, upon pieces of the | drifting over the waters, three or four miles from | 


presi to seek land, which was about thirty miles 
istant. 


made on the floor of the honse. It is temperate, 
cool, precise in argument and expression, and not 
less decisive as to the offences which it lays at Mr. 
Bell’s door and conclusively proves upon him. 

It first arraigns Mr. Bell as charging corrupt 
expenditure on general Jackson’s administration 
throughout the seven years during which the accu- 
ser adhered to that administration. Mr. Turney 
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shore, with not a living human being on board. | then shows that Mr. Bell voted for the appropria- 
The lake was literally covered with hats, bonnets,! tions which authorized those expenditures, and 
trunks, baggage, and blackend fragments of the| that the extraordinary additions originated in con- 


After pulling about thirteen hours, the 
Persons in both boats became tired, and insisted 

















uired _ that Mr. Hibberd should land. This he opposed, | wreck. gress, not with the executive. He then takes Mr. 
,and JF thinking it safest to proceed along the coast, and; The intense anxiety of the witnesses of this fear- | Bell’s admission of corrupt motive as good against 
ent of lo enter some one of its numerous inlets; but he | ful scene, for the fate of the passengers on the un-| himself. That the recommendations of president 
mint Was at length forced to yield to the general desire, | fortunate Washington, was partially relieved by| Jackson were pure, and designed for the public 
; and to attempt a landing upon the beach, a little |the discovery of several small boats near the| good, and were so respected by the American 
jecess Fe east of Stuinp Inlet. shore, in which the survivors of the disaster had| people, does not excuse the man who advocated 
ony : He advised Mr. Cooper, of Ga. who had com- | been rescued from destraction. and pressed them to consummation in that body 
789 mand of the other boat, and a couple of ladies witli The alarm had been given at Silver creek, as| especially charged with the care of the public 
000 two children under his charge, to wait until his|soon as the flames were perceived from the shore, | purse, and who, according to his own showing, 
000 boat had first landed, as he apprehended much dan- | and all the boats which could be found, were sent | voted the money as a source of corrupt patronage 
000 gerin the attempt, and, should they succeed. they |to the rescue of the sufferers. There were only|to that administration to which he gave his un- 
000 _ Might assist him and the ladies and children. There | three skiffs, besides the yawl of the Washington, | wearied support for seven years, while, as he pre- 
500 | Were eleven persons in the mate’s boat, (having | which could be thus used. tends, working the abuses now complained of as 
taken two black women from Mr. Cooper’s.) Of} The North America took on board about forty of| fatal to the constitution and best hopes of the 
348 _ jlese, two passengers, one of the crew, and the | those saved, many of whom, including all the la- | country. Mr. Turney then puts it even to those 
reateT J 'woneyro women were drowned, and six gained | dies, remained on shore. There were six dead bo-| disposed to credit Mr. Bell’s evidence, and in- 
int , ‘Meshore. After waiting for a signal, which he | dies picked up on the spot—those of four children | quires how he can be looked upon in any other light 
Al, no _ Teceived from the mate, Mr. Cooper and his com-|and two women. One man died of his injuries| than as one of a banditti once engaged in plunder- 
a) es | PNlons landed in about three hours after the first\soon after reaching the shore, and one child was| ing the public, now seeking safety and reward by 
the nee in safety, They then proceeded a short dis- | dead in its mother’s arms when she was taken out| appearing as the betrayer and state’s evidence 
nom! “uce across Stump Sound, to Mr. Redd’s, of! of the water. 


‘ against bis compenions. ° 
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that statement, there is one of so gross a nature, 
so inalignant in its purpose, and so well conceived 
to injure, that I must insist upon having a correc- 
tion of it inserted in your journal. 


After reciting all the most offensive points of 
attack in the speech of my colleague, and leaving 
it to be clearly implied that he had commenced and 
concluded his speech on the same day, the editor 
of the Globe proceeds to state that I consuited my 
pillow, and possibly my friends, as to the response 
to be given to the charges made against me by my 
colleague; and also that f had made up my mind, 
after a night’s deliberation, to a.eet the accusation 
of my colleague, by getting up a scene of personal 
violence in the house. Although the truth may 
never meet the eyes of a tenth part of those who 
will be misled by the statement in the Globe, still 





it will be some protection to me, if it shall be 
made known to the numerous readers of the Intel 
ligencer that my colleague concluded his speech 
the morning alter he commenced it; that the most 
offensive parts of it were reserved fur the conclu- 
sion; and that I rose to reply the instant he sat 
down. I will add, that the idea of personal vio- 
lence, as the probable consequence of my col- 
league’s speech, or of any notice I might take of 
it, so far as I have heard, never entered the head of 
any of my friends, as it certainly was not thought 
of by me, at any time before the instant of its oc- 
currence. 


I remark the suppression of a considerable por- 
tion of my colleague’s speech as printed in the 
Globe of the same date, of which I will not com- 
plain; but I notice, also, the absence of an adverb 
in une of the garbled extracts taken from a speech 
delivered by me at Nashville, in the spring of 1835, 
which is material to the trne sense of the passage 
quoted. I have no copy of the speech to refer to, 
and cannot speak with positive confidence, that I 
am right in this exception; but as my colleague 
comments with much acrimony upon the sentt- 
ment contained in the extract, and as the injustice 
of his remarks may be made manifest by restoring 
the true reading of it, if a material word is left 
out, LT hope it will be done in the pamphlet edition 
of his speech, He will know how to supply the 
omission, if there be one. 

[ ain, gentlemen, 
With great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 


Joun Be tu. 
Messrs. Gales §& Seaton. 





Mr. Turney next confronts Mr. Bell with his 
Nashville speech, attempting to conceal his latent 
hostility to general Jackson—his late New Eng- 
land speech, in which it blazed out—and his testi- 
mony before the committee, when calied to testify 
as to the corruptions alleged against general Jack- 
son. In the first he denounces those who dared to 
suspect his fidelity and sincere attachment to the 
principles of the late president—boasts of his de- 
votion to the administration and its measures 
tiroughout their seven years’ development, and 
treated with scorn all imputations on his sincerity 
in this respect, as vain attempts to drive him from 
the cause with which he, in common with general 


Jackson, was identified througout the course of 


an administration which he had sustained at every 
step incongress. From the New England speech 
Mr. Turney quoted toshow, that a seven years’ train 
of corruption was imputed to the chief whom he 
pretended so faitiifully to serve; and from his 
deposition on gath before the committee to which 
he was sworn to tell “ihe whole truth,’ reference 


Jemima of suppressing on oath to the committee, or 
speaking falsely in addressing his federal friends. 
Mr. ‘Turney then comes to the question of the 
motives of his colleague in the abandonment and 
abuse of general Jackson, and his conversion to the 
federal party and allits policy. And here again 
a naked alternative is presented in the speech. 
Mr. Turney alludes to the $53,000, recorded in 
Mr. Tyler’s report, as received from the Onited 
States bank by a certain one, but a nameless mem- 
ber of congress, residing at Nashville; and to polit- 
jeal rewards, which Mr. Bell showed himself noth- 
ine loth to receive from the opposition—and inti- 
inates that one or both may serve to account for a 
chanze by which alone they could be deserved. 
Mr. Bell consulted his pillow, and possibly some 
less silent friends, as to the response to be given to 


charges so gravely, firmly, and demonstratively | the house and its presiding officer, but utter con- 
urged, and in a maauer which parliamentary forms: tempt for the assailant, or his expulsion. 


From the ‘*Globe, of the 16th instant. 
TO THE PUBLISHERS OF THE GLOBE. 


Gentlemen: In Mr. Bell’s note, published in the 
National Intelligencer of yesterday, I find the fol- 
lowing paragraph: 

“I remark the suppression of a considerable por- 
tion of my colleague’s speech as printed in the 
Globe of the same date, of which I will not com- 
plain; but I notice, also, the absence of an adverb 
in one of the garbled extracts taken from a speech 
delivered by me at Nashville, in the spring of 1835, 
which is material to the true sense of the passage 
quoted. I have no copy of the speech to refer to, 
and cannot speak with positive confidence that I 
am right in this exception; but as my colleague 
comments with much acrimony upon the sentiment 
contained in the extract, and as the injustice of his 
remarks may be made manifest by restoring the 
true reading of it, if a material word is left out. I 
hope it will be done in the pamphlet edition of his 
speech. He will know how tosupply the omission, 
if there be one.” 

In my speech, as published in the Globe, there is 
no suppression of the speech as delivered in the 
house; nor am I aware of auy omission of any ma- 
terial part of the speech as delivered in the house. 
The published speech is, in all substantial respects, 
the speech as delivered. Every fact and argument 
used in the speech, as I delivered it in the house, is 
contained in the published speech. The precise 
language used in debate cannot, in any reported 
speech, be literally the same. If, however, there 
should be an omission deemed material, it was al- 
together accidental, and is not withdrawn. 

The paragraphs quoted from Mr. Bell’s Nash- 
ville speech, are the same which I read in the house, 
and are correctly reported in the published speech, 
with the accidental omission in the copying of a 
word or two in one of them, which does not change 
the ineaning of the passage. The passage read in 
the house from the pamphlet edition of the speech, 
is as follows: 

«A man towards whom I have never yet fwiled 
in showing a proper respect, and whose adminis- 
tration I have faithfully supported, and, in every 
instance, with that degree of zeal which could con- 
sistently and reasonably be expected from me.” 

The passage as published in the quotation in the 
public speech is as follows: 

‘*A man towards whom I have never yet failed 
in showing a proper respect, and whose administra- 
tion IL have faithfully supported, and in every in- 





authorized. He made up his mind, after a night’s 
deliberation, to meet the solemn and well vouched 
accusations of his antagonist, by producing a scene 
in the hall of the representatives which would have 
been disreputable among gentlemen in the bar- 
room of atavern. Mr. Bell abused the speaker of 
the house and a senator from Tennessee, pro- 
nounced Mr. Turney “a scavenger,” ‘a tool of 
tools;” and when Mr. Turney characterized his 
assertions as he knew they ought to be, resolved to 
make it an ‘affair’ of fisticufis! He struck at 
Mr. Turney, but did not reach him. The personal 
assault was repelled, and Mr. Bell instantly found 
himself in the arms of his friends. Certainly no 
place can be so safe to adjust an affair of honor as 
the floor of the house; but surely it does not com- 
port with the dignity of a national legislative as- 





| self to the conclusion that he must try the issue 
nce | of character presented in Mr. Turney’s remarks by 
is made, proving that Mr. Bell swore off the im-| battle; and although we will not deny his right, or 
putations of corruption which he had made hefore | object to the comparatively harmless mode resolved 
the public agaiust general Jackson in his speeches. | on, yet we must sa 
In this aspect it would seem that Mr. Turney in- | 
tended to leave to Mr. Bell nothing but the di- | 


sembly, to be made the theatre of this mode of ad- 
|justing differences. Mr. Bell, as the aggrieved 
| party, seems considerately to have brought him- 


y that it was altogether unbe- 
coming in one aspiring to the speaker’s chair, first 
to attack the speaker who had superceded him, and 
then insult the house itself, by beginning an affray, 
which, while the single instance is calculated to 
lessen its character in the eyes of the world, tends, 
in its example, to disorganize and destroy the body 
by breaking down that sacred regard to decornm, 
which alone prevents personal and party alterca- 
tions from ending like tavern brawls; or what is 
called at the cock- pit, a battle royal. 

The speaker, who was not in the chair (the 
house being in committee) when Mr. Bell directed 
his abuse towards him, acted properly in not no- 
ticing him at all. It is his duty to discountenance 
every thing which tends, in anv way, to the sort of 
arbitrament in which Mr. Bell would resolve the 
business of congress. To maintain the decorum 





and dignity of the body, there is nothing left when 
a member wantonly, and without pretext, insults 


(teen 
stance, with that degree of zeal which could rea. 
sonably be expected from me.” 

The other paragraphs quoted in the Globe are 
literal and correct copies. All the passages were 
correctly read in the house, and those parts Only 
which were read were published in the Globe, | 
did not wish to fatigue the house by reading more 
lengthy extracts, but such parts only as were ma. 
terial, and in point. The parts read and quoted jn 
my printed speech, contain each a distinct point, 
and are not garbled extracts. To show that they 
are not, I append hereto more extended extracis 
from that speech than I thought it necessary to 
note in debate, and which I request may be jub. 
lished, to show that no injustice was done Mr. Bell 
in selecting the extracts which I did quote. 

Hop. L. Turney. 





Washington, June 16, 1838. 


Extracts from the ‘Speech of John Bell, delivered at 
Vaux Hall Garden, Nashville, on the 23d of May, 
1835.”” 

“The elections last fall terminated in sucha man. 
ner as, in the judgment of all men of observation, 
to defeat, absolutely and without hope, the pros- 
pects of any candidate of the opposition for the 
presidency. That any man, or the friends of any 
man, since the days of Washington, should expect 
that he would be permitted to be advanced to the 
presidential chair, without a rival or competitor, is 
hardly creditable. It was as certain, in the very 
nature of things, that Mr. Van Buren would have 
a competitor, in the ranks of the dominant party, 
the moment the opposition, as a party, were pros- 
trated, as that flowers should put forth upon the re- 
turnof spring. The notice which had already been 
taken of judge White, in many districts of the 
southwest, pointed him out to the public as that 
competitor.” 

* * + * + 

“It cannot be objected that general Jackson or 
his administration is, or can be seriously affected 
by a contest between two of his friends for the suc- 
cession. General Jackson has been eminently suc- 
cessful and triumphant in all his measures. It is 
one of the happy consequences of his great success, 
that the friends of his administration may choose 
from amone the whole number of his friends, 
whom they prefer to succeed him safely, and with- 
out danger to his administration. ge tes possesses 
a vast and undoubted control and influence in the 
country. It cannot be disputed that there are thou- 
sands in the United States, who have such un. 
bounded confidence, not only in bis honesty, but in 
his general sagacity, and his intelligence upon all 
subjects, as to be ready to yield up their own judg- 
ments, in deference to his, upon any pelitical ques- 
tion which may arise. The friends of judge White, 
therefore, upon grounds of policy, if upon no other, 
and better ones, will not seek to disturb the tran- 
quillity of gen. Jackson’s administration, or to de- 
feat or unsettle any of these great questions on 
which he has acquired so much of his present 
power and influence in the country. They would 
be madmen to doso. The truth is, it is their in- 
terest, and, so faras they are acting in view of prin- 
ciple, it is the interest of the country, that they 
should conciliate general Jackson, and the people 
of every section who have such unlimited confi- 
dence in him, by every means, consistently and 
honorably, in their power. This is so obviously 
their policy, that we see some of the partisan presses 
of his competitor employing their address to drive 
them to an opposite course—practising every spe- 
cies of provocation and insult, by which they may 
hope to throw judge White’s friends into the oppo- 
sition ranks. Opposition to the administration of 
gen. Jackson, is the course which the worst ene- 
mies of judge White desire his friends to adopt 
they are so anxious on this point that they appear 
determined to put judge White and his friends In 
the opposition, whether they will or not. But gen- 
tlemen, the friends of judge White will adhere to 
general Jackson, and his administration, from con- 
sistency, and a respect for their own character; and 
because they will be supporting their own princl- 
ples upon all questions, properly administrative 19 
their nature, which have arisen or are likely to 
arise. They know too well how to bestow thelr 
ammunition to waste it—by firing into a bomb- 
proof battery. It cannot be even plausibly object: 
ed, that judge White may not be expected to cart} 
out the principles of the present administration, S° 
far as depends upon him. If we ran a parallel be- 
tween him and his competitor upon this point, Qs 
calculate the probabilities, we shall find that, te 
chances are in favor of judge White. He has es 
consistent in the support of his present princ!p “ 
and the principles of the administration; his remuet 
titor has not. If it shall be said that the frien 





and supporters of judge White are not likely to be 
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such as will sustain his principles, I answer that 
they are more likely to be homogeneous in senti- 
ment than the supporters of Mr. Van Buren, so far 
as principle is concerned. Should judge White 
revail in the contest over his opponent, surely the 
great democratic states, which it is said will sup- 
ort Mr. Van Buren, will not desert their princi- 
sles because their favorite leader shall have lost his 
election. Their cherish:d democratic principles 
will undoubtedly continue dear to them under the 
lead of judge White; unless then the great body of 
Mr. Van Buren’s friends shall desert their princi- 
ples, the democracy of the country will still be 
triumphant.” 


SPEECH OF MR. PRESTON, 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 
On the treasury note bill. Delivered in the senale of 

the United States, on the 18th of May, 1838. 

The senate having taken up the bill to authorize 
the issue of the treasury notes, to meet the wants 
of the governinent— 

Mr. Preston said he was altogether indisposed to 
mix up a discussion of the sub-treasury project 
with what he had to say on the bill now before the 
senate to provide for the issuing of treasury notes. 
With the hard tnoney part of that project he had no 
sympathy during its short, but feverish existence; 
and now, being dead, he would be silent concern- 
ing it. ‘*Nil de mortuts nisi bonum.” By a very 
decisive vote, of 31 to 21, we are, said Mr. P. fully 
relieved from all further discussion of this scheme, 
however much its mourning friends may be in- 
dulged in eulogy and monody. ‘There is nowa real 
and practical question before us, which we are 
pressed to decide with breathless haste, at once; 
forif we delay a moment, honorable gentlemen tell 
us the government is about to be precipitated into 
a gulf of bankruptcy, from which it can be rescued 
only by our utmost speed. It is now Friday eve- 
ning; the general government of the United States 
cannot pay off its laborers to-morrow evening with- 
out this bill. Without this bill the hod-carrier at 
the public buildings must go without his Sunday 
dinner. If wedo not pass this bill now, this in- 
stant, the government is disgraced, the public faith 
violated; there is no alternative—disgrace., or this 
bill, this identical bill, just as it stands, without 
substitute, alteration, or amendment of any kind; 
and he who will not at once eagerly take it, just 
as presented, is little less than atraitor. Such is 
the lanzuage of gentlemen. Now, Mr. President, 
Iam not altogether content with this bold urging 
by the adininistration of its own negligence and 
incoinpetency, as reasons why we should not de- 
liberate; that, because they have not done their 
duty, we should not do ours; that, becanse their 
prodizality has exhausted your treasury, and their 
négligence has not announced that fact until 
driven the last moment, we should be deprived 
of all discretion upon the ways and ineans, and 
hastily to register the edicts of the executive. 
That portion of the senate which, either from habit 
or fromm recent illumination, believe in executive 
infallibility, may well believe that all discussion of 
executive recommendations is very useless, and, 
perhaps, very impolite; but it is pushing this com- 
placency and acquiescence very far when a similar 
self-sacrifice is demanded of those who neither have 
the habit, nor have seen the apocalypse. 

I by no means, sir, desire to stop the supplies of 
government, believing that it is our duty at all 
limes to make such appropriations as may be ne- 
cessary and proper to sustain its action. If we 
should refuse to vote a competent salary for the 
president or the judges, we would unquestionably 
violate the constitution by omitting an important 
duty. But it is a very different question how the 
money to discharge these salaries should be raised. 
We inust adopt some mode; what it should be is 
addressed to our discretion. The annunciation of 
these truisms would be ridiculous, but for the vir- 
tual denial of them implied in the language of sena- 
tors who hold that opposition to the issuing of ten 
millions of treasury bills is the advocacy of govern- 
ment insolvency. 

_Foroue, sir, lshould hold myself guilty of a gross 
Violation of public duty if I withheld the supplies 
hecessary; and I should hold myself equally guilty 
of a gross violation of public duty if I voted for 
this bill; and T never will, under any pressure, how- 
ever brought upon me, whether, like the present, it 

e either the result of incapacity orof a purpose to 
make an emergency, neither in war nor in peace, 
Will Lever vote for the issuing of treasury notes, 
bills of credit, concealed Icans, continental money. 

he argument for the bill is the haste necessary. 
hose who urge the necessity, urge it as an argn- 
ment. ‘The necessity is perhaps made for the sake 
of the argument. The breathless haste with which 
€ chairman came running into the hall with the 














bill, seemed to indicate that he and his friends had | tumbling to pieces as you are, you stand in need of 


been taken altogether by surprise; that bankruptcy 
had slily crept up snawares, and was about to 
pounce upon them by one portentous leap. Why 
has not this state of things been foreseen and fore- 
armed against? Why have we not been provided 
with a system of finance to relieve us froin these 
paltry expedients—this living from hand to mouth? 
Here, in the sixth month of the session, the presi- 


dent of the United States comes intocongress with | 


a beggarly account of empty boxes; supplicating 
congress to dismiss all other matters, and hasten to 
the relief of the government. Why have you 
permitted this pitiable and disgraceful spectacle, 
now for the first time exhibited, of the president 
warning congress of the government bankruptcy? 
There is no excuse for, no palliation of, this unpre- 
cedented negligence and incapacity. The chair- 
inan of the committee stated to us the other day, 
when he proposed the sale of the United States 
Bank bonds, that it was all the senate could do to- 
wards replenishing the treasury. If this were true, 
as it is not, why was not this measure produced 
early enough to avoid this shameful crisis? Why 
were not the proceeds of those bonds now in the 
treasury? Why was not this very bill introduced 
into this body, as it was at the extra session, when 
our constitutional inhibition of originating a money 
bill was not permitted to stand in the way of the 
gentleman? If this had been done, we should have 
been allowed breathing time. But this is all the 
senator could have done. Let me call your atten- 
tion, sir, to the first sentence of the president’s ur- 
gent inessage. He says: 

“I submit to the consideration of congress a 
statement prepared by the secretary of the trea- 
sury, by which it appears that the United States 
with over twenty eight millions in deposite with the 
stales, and over fifteen millions due from individuals 
and banks, are, from the situation in which those 
funds are placed, in immediate danger of being 
rendered unable to discharge, with good faith and 
promptitude, the various pecuniary obligations of 
the government.” 

Now, sir, it is competent to the senate to origi- 
nate measures to recall these deposites from the 
states—as much within the powers of this as of the 
other house. The administration members who 
have possession of both branches might have intro- 
duced a bill in either to demand the whole, or any 
portion, of these 28 millions; and, in my opinion, 
their shrinking from thisobvions course is a reason 
why we should look with suspicion upon the pro- 
posed measure. Why do not gentlemen cail un the 
states for those deposites which are thus set forth 
by the presideni? is a question which suggests very 
serious reflections. A bill introduced in due sea- 
son would have replenished the treasury by this 
time, for the legislatures of many of the states have 
been in session until recently, and all have been in 
session since the meeting of congress, and since 
the present condition of things was foreseen*by 
every body except, perhaps, by the secretary of the 
treasury. 

When, at the extra session, the first bill for the 
creation of government paper money was before 1s, 
I suggested and urged the pgopriety of drawing 
upon the deposites in the states. The idea seemed 
to meet with some favor from the administration 
side; but it was said we have no time—the case is 
too urgent; and this is to be a single instance of the 
issue of treasury notes, not to be followed up. Now 
there is a second instance; time urges again; bank- 
ruptecy has surprised gentlemen twice a year; and 
twice we are called upon for treasury notes, under 
the subterfuge of haste. Why is this, Mr. Presi- 
dent? Why this puerile pretext, which, if it were 
aught but a pretext, is such an avowal of incompe- 
tency as should be followed up by the resignation 
of all concerned? 

The alternative for those who govern us is of 
fraud or folly. But I believe, Mr. President, there 
is not much difficulty in ascertaining the trie cause 
of this reluctance to demand the deposites, and wil- 
lingness to issue the treasury notes. The issuing 
of treasury notes isa quiet, unostentatious proceed- 
ing, rousing neither individuals nor states. You 
silently get the desired sweets without exciting the 
swarm, whereas, if you demand the deposites it is 
striking the hive, and all the inmates are forthwith 
about your ears. 

If you ventured to call upon the states, they would 
turn upon you and inquire, for what purpose is all this 
money wanted? What measure have brought you 
to this condition? In short, by making this call, 
you would effect what was a prime object of the 
deposite law; you would excite the vigilance of the 
states, and make them, to use the phrase of the 
times, antagonist to your prodigality; a prodigality 
which no country could less bear, and no adminis- 
tration ever stood so much in need of. Broken and 














| 





prodigal appropriations to buy off the vengeance 
whieh your prodigality has brought upon you. 
You seek to purchase silence upon your spendthrift 
disbursements by more extravagant expenditures, 
There is not one single act of retrenchment per- 
formed or in progress. There is no pretence of 
economy. The department asks for twenty-two 
millions; when it is known that when these reform- 
ers and retrenchers came into powe;, twelve mil- 
lions were enough; and besides this audacicus de- 
mand—from those who, it was proclaimed for their 
country’s good, would be, with miraculous speed, 
the most economical of all possible politicians— 
there are now bills before us proposing appropria- 
tions of more than forty millions. No one has pro- 
posed to cut off any branch cf extravagance, and no 
party measure has been proposed to organize a sys- 
tem of economy. Are there any propositions 
ot reform? Any committees ot retrenchment? You 
have not given up one of your useless and corrupt- 
ing projects. Nota harbor; not a ligh-house; not 
a pension; not even your notoriously useless Cum- 
berland road. In truth, sir, you dare not; this ad- 
ministration cannot give up any one means of 
influence and curruption. My colleague proved, in 
a masterly report a few years since, that its founda- 
tions were in money and patronage; take those 
away, and the swift destruction which in spite of 
power and patronage is coming upon it, will over- 
whelm it in the twinkling of an eye. 

The administration can neither restrain its prodi- 
gality nor permit the people to knowit. They 
dare not rouse the antagonist vigilance of the states, 
and therefore resort to indirect by-ways of raising 
arevenue. All that is wanted is, the silent hand of 
the engraver, a little ink and paper. Jt is a most 
noiseless operation. ‘Let the people slumber on 
in sweet repose. Heaven forbid that we should 
wake them.” 


Now, Mr. President, this is exactly what I de- 
sire. I wish the people to know and feel what you 
aie doing. 1 desire to see a main object of the de- 
posite law accomplished. <A direct appeal to the 
states and the people for money would bea real and 
efficient check, not only upon your extravagance, 
but upon all your misdeeds, for it will immediately 
create a spirit of scrupnlous investigation into the 
whole conduct of the government. 1 believe, sir, 
that a necessity of raising your revenue at all times 
by direct taxation would be in itself a more search- 
ing and vivifying principle of liberty than all the 
checks and guards of the constitution, however 
wisely conceived. To the mystifying influence of 
indirect taxation you now propose to add the still 
nore remote, silent, and unintelligible process of 
creating money. You shrink, altogether, within 
yourself. You plunge into the dark recesses of 
your safes and dungeons to counterfeit money, be- 
cause you are afraid to ask the people for it. 


One year has already illustrated the fatal tenden- 
cy and inevitable destiny of this system of making 
money. The issue at the extra session was said to 
be temporary, and but for a short season. You 
row are about to repeat it. You will do it again 
and again. You will expand and extend your is- 
sues. You will push them, as all governments have 
in all ages, to extreme; to depreciation. You have 
tasted once of this intoxicating draught, and now 
return to it with a keen relish; again you will col- 
lapse, and again return to it. Even now there are 
strong symptoms that this luscious and exhilarating 
beverage is beginning to be considered as a regular 
ingredient of the government dietetics. It begins 
to be whispered that a permanent system of govern- 
ment paper may not be that wretched parent of 
public and private deinoralization which all time 
has proved it to be, and perhaps one inducement 
for propesing the present measure may be to fami- 
liarize the public mind by degrees to what no one 
would dare openly avow as the ultimate object of 
the adininistration, viz. the establishment of a gZ0- 
vernment paper currency. It is necessary to ap- 
proach this consummation werily. The people 
have some ugly reminiscences of continental mo. 
ney. They have heard of the French assignats. 
Many remember the North Carolina proc money. 
They would be shocked with the “heinous” mien 
of this “‘monster”’ if the veil were suddenly drop. 
ped. But if they can be brought to “endure” it, 
why, in the regular progress of moral degradation, 
they may at length be bronght to “embrace” it. 
And when the country is debauched into this em- 
brace, when we are brought to agree that this go- 
vernment shall create its own funds, for its own 
purposes, I would not give you a baubee for you 
constitution. Its ehecks, hwitations, and restric- 
tions, are a mere moekery. When the government 
_ make money ad libitum, it will spend it ad t- 

uum. 
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Z am very strongly persuaded that you have no al; for the constitution prescribes the form and | foresee or prudence avert—what is our duty? 


aa under the constitution to issue treasury notes. manner of raising money. It allows you no discre- 
y colleague states that he intends to vote for this tion as to the form and manner. 


stances, in war or in peace, vote for a loan. This_ 


tion directs you. 
most emphatic declaration of his opinion that the | 


| 
' 


} 


a 
em, 


Why. 


ou | 'to do what is necessary to pass the crisis. and 
. | ona If this be sub- | 
bill, but would, by no means, under any circu.n- stantially a loan, borrow the inoney, as the constitu- | vise the tnost appropriate measur.s. 


nothing more, until we can sit down coolly and de. 


ost And this js 
the course indicated by the amendment proposed 


But it is objected that borrowing money is a dan- | by the senator from Massachusetts. He Proposes 


proposed measure is nota loan leaves it upon the gerous expedient, inasmuch as it creates a national | to grant two millions of treasury notes, which will 


footing of paper issued upon the credit of the go- debt, and therefore that bills of credit are better. 
verninent; and all parties admit that it is intended | So thought not the convention; and, for my part, 
for circulation. These two qualities combined | (though I have no fancy for a national debt,) I 
make the definition of bills of credit; and such, sir, | would rather encounter it than be wise beyond the 
we have no power to issue under the constitution. | constitution. Whether the issuing of bills of cre- 
And, in the first place, appealing to the highest | dit does not create a debt equally with the borrow- 
canon of constitutional construction, [ demand that | ing of money, I shall inquire by and by. For the 
the power be pointed out to me. Where is it?) present, I have to say that I greatly prefer the plan 
Where is your authority to issue bills of credit? It | of borrowing, not only because it is prescribed in 
is expressly prohibited to the states; is it expressly | the constitution, (always sufficient for me,) but 
given to this government? Whatever was so sub- | because it brings you fairly before the people, drags 
Stautive as to require express prohibition to the | you from your lurking places, overrules your pleas 
states, was sufficiently substantive to require ex- |in abatement, and puts you at the bar of your coun- 
press grant to the federal government. Thesilence | try. Yes, Mr. President, go to the people, the peo- 
of the convention in one case is a3 emphatic as its , ple whose money you have squandered, whose com- 
language in the other. This governinent, to be | merce you have broken down, whose riches you 
sure, has the power of raising money, but it is a have destroyed, go and ask them, in the cunstitu- 
definite power, limited to certain objects, and cir- tional modes which they have prescribed, for more 
cu:nscribed also as to the mode of doing it. Therei money. If yon desire to avoid any thing but the 
are two modes of raising money permitted by the ' appearance of a national debt, advance boldly to the 
constitution: Ist, by laying and collecting taxes, | people and ask for money. Send out your tax col- 
—— &c.; 2d, by borrowing money. lectors. Abandon this paltry subterfuge, and come 

ongress shall have power to lay, &c.; congress | up openly to your object, with all your purposes 
shall have power to borrow money. ‘There the | avowed and acted upon. 
powers of congress cease. 








Send the tax collector | 


and allow us time to look about us. 


sir, prefer borrowing to treasury notes. 


relieve the pressing necessities of the govern nent 

Indeed, sir, | 
believe that a hesitating and stinted allowance, from 
time to tiine, just enough to keep us along, mizht 
tend to enforce a wise lesson of practical economy. 
We have I ng wasted our substance with riotous 
living, and it may be well for us to be reduced to 
husks for a season, that we may be bronght to ac. 
knowledge our sins. Undeulbtedly, Mr. President. 
when we do so, and return to the safe precepts of 
our fathers, we shall be again in the midst of com. 
fort and abundance. But this consummation will 
be postponed yet fora year or two; and for that 
time, perhcps, it will be necessary to provide, J, 
But Ww hy 
resort to either beyond the immediate pressure of 
the moment, when the president tells us, and we 
all know, that we have 28 millions of deposite? 
Call in your debts; check for your deposites. The 
course is direct, plain, obvious; precisely that which 
any prudent individual would pursue: being pressed 
by his wants or his creditors, he would call wpon 
his debtors. This, sir, is your only true policy: but, 
instead of it, you propose to create a national d ebt, 





congress shall have power to issue bills of credit. 
If the power to raise money had been granted in 
general terins, it might have been urged, with some 
plausibility, that all modes of doing it were includ- 
ed inthe grant. Butthe modes are themselves the 
subjects of express grant and enumeration; by a 
clear rule of construction, an enumeration of some 
particulars excludes those not enumerated; and the 
application of this rule is especially strong in the 
present case, from the fact that at the time of the 
convention bills of credit were the most frequent 
and farniliar mode of raising money; and their in- 
tended exclusion might be strongly inferred from 
the odium into which they had justly fallen. The 
modes expressly authorized in the constitution are 
abundantly.ample for all the purposes of revenne. 
The power of taxation is that of confiscating the 
property of the country for the purposes of govern- 
ment. The power of borrowing is limited only by 
the extent of the governmentcredit. Surely this is 
enough for all honest and legitimate purposes.— 
There are practical restrictions on both these grants 
of a very efficient character: upon that of borrow- 
ing, the want of credit, if it be wantonly pushed; 
upon that of taxation, the resistance of the people 
taxed; but, upon the assumed power of emitting 
bills of credit there is no restraint resulting from 
the nature of things. The will or the wantonness 
of government prescribes their own bounds— 
bounds that never have, and never will be ascertain- 
ed, but in the utter exhaustion of a totally depreci- 
ated currency. But the argument against the pow- 
er does not rest exclusively upon the application of 
these obvious rules of construction; it derives great 
strength from the proceedings of the convention 
upon the subject of bills of credit; and places the 
objection upon grounds which must, at least, be 
conclusive to all who hold a United States bank to 
be unconstitutional. 

The denial of the constitutionality of that insti- 
tution rests mainly upon these two grounds; Ist. 
That no grant of power to create a bank is found 
in the constitution. And, 2d. That, in convention, 
the proposition to endow this government with the 
power to create corporations was negatived. Both 
objections lie against bills of credit. The proposi- 
tion granting such a power to congress was express- 
ly made to the convention by the report of a com- 
mittee; it was fully discussed, and rejected. Lu- 
ther Martin reports the varions views taken. He 
himself was in favor of the proposition, and consi- 
dered the proceeding of the convention, in denying 
this power, as an unwise restriction upon the pow- 
ers of congress. I refrain, Mr. President, from 
pushing this argument into any further detail, as 
the ground has already been fully and ably occupied 
by a member from South Carolina, in the other 
honse, to whose views | could add nothing. He 
and my most worthy and most republican friend, 
the venerable senator from Tennessee, have prece- 
ded and given me the sanction of their authority for 
this position. Although my colleague considers 
this bill as by no means a borrowingof money, gen- 
tlemen who act with him contend that it is, in effect 
and substance, a mode of making a loan. If that 
be so, sir, it is not the less unconstitutional; for it 
has the form and semblance of bills of credit. And 
although bills of credit may be, in effect and sub- 
stance, a loan, they are not the less unconstitution- 


It is not added that | with your demands for money—for hard money, Mr. | to encourage stockjobbing and speculation, and to 





President. I shouid be glad to see you send your| lay the foundation of a future bizh tariff. I warn 
taxgatherers through the country with their leath- | my colleagues of the south that this creation of a 
ern bags or green purses demanding to have them | national debt is playing ints the hands of those who 
filled with hard money. This would bring your! have deceived us once upon the tariff, and fastened 
theories to the test. This would decide the ques- if ous. 1 beg them to remember that the admin- 
tion as to what medium you should be paid in.—| istration opposed the compromise, and endeavored, 
Demand gold of the hard-handed farmer, who has | at the last session, to violate it; and boasted that 
returned from market with the proceeds of his pro-| they would have succeeded but for the South Caro- 
duce, and when he offers you what the policy of his | lina votes. I beg them to remember that a national 
state has placed him under the necessity of taking, | debt in 1842 will be cause for a new imposition of 
tell him that you scorn his dirty trash, that precious | duties; and that, at this moment, and forward to 
metal alone is for you. Hold this language to him| that period, this blundering and falling party in 
and to his family, and then, if you ean vome back | power could desire nothing more ardently than to 
here with your wild schemes, do so, and make the | have avital question of this kind open for them to 
most of them. I should most heartily rejoice to| play their desperate party gaine with. 
see your system, fora short time, brought practi-| What were the terms on which we deposited the 
cally into operation by a direct tax demanded from | surplus revenue with the states? Did we say to 
the people in gold and silver. It was the great| thei it is a gift, or did we not, on the contrary, eX- 
fraud of the tariff system, that its operation upon| pressly deny that position? I call to the recollec- 
the tax-paying community was so circuitous and | tion of the senate the facts in relation to that bill, 
involved as to be difficult of clear, or, at least, of| the manner of the execution of which is the true 
succinct exposition. The process admitted of cavil | source of the distress which we all now feel. When 
and mystification. So, too, in the system of mea- | the opponents of the bill charged upon us that our 
sures now recommended, and especially in the bill | real object was to give the money to the states, we 
now before us. You disguise and conceal the ulti- | repelled the charge with indignation. For myself 
mate effect, by throwing it upon a future time when/| I thonght the charge an imputation on my political 
it will be mixed up with other matters, in the con-| honor. I would have voted against the bill had I 
fasion of which you may find an argument or make | believed that to be its purpose. In that view its 
a subterfuge. I defy, I dare, the administration to| operation was most unequal. It gave to my own 
come out frankly with their projects, so as to sub- | state in the proportion of one million of dollars to 
mit them practically to the people. Demand your, four millions to New York; yet iny state contributes 
deposites from the states, or openly borrow money | to the revenue in the inverse ratio of what she re- 
while you have so much on dzposite: or, having| ceived. The southern doctrine is, that the states 
dried up the revenue from imports, by destroying | pay into the coffers of the general government in 
coinmerce, order a direct tax to be paid in specie. | proportion to their exportations, and not their con- 
Some senators approve of the proposed issue of} sumption. If that doctrine be true, (and, have seen 
treasury notes, because they say they will not agree | no reason to disbelirve its truth,) then I should 
to create a national debt. I can perceive no dif-| have been most unwilling for South Carolina to re- 
ference in effect between the obligation to pay | ceive so smalla pittance of what she contributed to 
these bills when presented, and any other obliga-| the revenue. while New York received four times 
tion recognising a debt. A treasury note is issued|as much. But I denied it to be a gift, and I stated 
to discharge a debt now due, by creating another to | at that time, in my plave, that if the general go- 
fall due hereafter. If you borrow money, you ac- | vernment should ever bein a condition to need the 
knowledge a debt for money received. When you| money, I was ready to pledge my state that it should 
issue a treasury note you acknowledge a debt for| be paid back to the last dollar I now call upon 
services rendered. 1 do not think that the honora- | the senate to carry out, in good faith, the provisions 
ble chairman of the committee on finance, whose | and principles of the deposite bill, and to demand 
candor and perspicuity are acknowledged on all| from all the states their respective quotas of the 
hands, will contend that this bill does not authorize | amount then deposited with them. The deposites 
the creation of a national debt. The senator inti-| were made with the states according to their popu- 
mates that he will not contend for it. He admits | lation. | 
that it is a national debt. Indeed, the terns of the| As the bill originally passed, it would have been 
law of the extra session, which this proposes to| the imperious duty of the secretary of the treasury, 
revive, are unequivocal. They are: in the present state of our finances, to have promptly 
‘**Vhat the secretary of the treasury be, and he is ' demanded whatever sums are necessary, the precise 
hereby, authorized and directed to cause to be re-| contingency contemplated in the act having 0c: 
imbursed and paid the principal and interest of the| curred. At the last session, however, it was sUp- 
treasury notes which may be issued by virtue wf! posed that the discretion of determining on this 
this act.” * * * * «For this reimbursement, | contingency could be more safely confided to con- 
at the time and times herein specified, the faith of| gress, and, therefore, the act was so amended as [0 
the United States is hereby solemnly pledged.” require that the legislature should, at its pleasure, 
At the extra session a bill for the issue of ten! make the demand. If the case provided for bas 0c- 
millions of treasury notes was passed to meet anj| curred, it is as much our duty to proceed as it would 
emergency, as it was said—an unexpected crisis. | have been that of the secretary; and I now demand 
Here, now, is another emergency—another unex-| of gentlemen, “how dare you. in the face of this 
pected crisis. In truth, sir, I believe the trea-| act, presume to borrow money? how dare you, with 
sury habitually exisis in a state of emergency—in | such a resource at your command, resort to any 











a critical condition. But admit that we are over- | other means whatever??? By passing the bill before 
taken by circumstances which wisdom could not | you, you ipso facto repeal the deposite law. No 
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— 
-entleman will suppose that that law is at an end, 
and all hope from that quarter out of the question, 
for the president himself talks to us about the twen- 
ty-eight inillions on deposite and due tothe govern- 
ment. The question is, whether you will now re- 

eal it, and thus place the southern states in a con- 
dition where they may be ground down under a 
systein of excessive taxation. 

But it is said the states might find it inconvenient 
to repay this money, and that the demand may op- 

ress them. If it be so, for one, I had rather that 
South Carolina should meet the demand now, than 
meet it in the shape of a tariff four years hence. 
Her credit is good, her resources abundant, and, if 
she has not got the money, she can borrow it on as 
good terms as you can. So can all the other states. 
Their credit is as good as yours. It will be easy 
for the states to meet the emergency. It may be 
said that these quotas froin the states will not be 
enough, even with the two millions of the treasury 
notes. Add what, by the terms of the act, you are 
at liberty to draw from them, to the proceeds of the 
sale of the United States Bank bonds and the ac- 
cruing revenue, and you will find there is enough, 
even for your habitual prodigality; but if it be not, 
then your reduced means will enforce a salutary 
ecouomy—an economy which, | believe, nothing 
but the irou hand of necessity can enforce. It is 
one of the most difficult etforts of private life to 
break through fixed habits of extravagant living, 
and reduce one’s expenditure within the limits ofa 
reduced income. Nor is this difficulty owing alone 
to the violence done by such a process to our vanity 
or pride. It is still more the violence which must 
be done to the forceof habit. It is, infact, a change 
in our mode of existence. Andif this is so diffi- 
cult with individuals, it is, on every account, still 
more difficult with governments. Now, the go- 
vernment of this country, since the coming in of 
ihis most economical administration which ever pro- 
tessed economy, has, in three years, spent upwards 
of $100,000,000. Under this most virtuous, most 
patriotic, most pure and self-denying, and most 
ecouoinical of all possible parties, thus much has 
been expended; and there are now propositions be- 
fore t!.e two houses of congress for the expenditure 
of $40,000,000, Sir, this evil has a perpetual | 
growth, and I see the necessity of applying toit an 
linmediate and effective, thongh perhaps an un- 
welcoine and caustic, remedy. Let the govern- | 





_specie-paying banks, and has no scruples as to the 


whole cannot at once be called for. If $2,000,000 | 
are insufficient, $5,000,000 will surely do forthe pre- | 
sent. I cannot, myself, vote for any which contem- | 
plates the issue of treasury notes; but, if the amend- | 
ment of the honorable gentleman succeed, I shall | 
then offer for the adoption of the senate, the follow- | 
ing: 

And be it further enacted, That the secretary of | 
the treasury is hereby authorized and required to | 
make the requisitions upon the states according to | 
the provisions of the act of the 23d of June, 1836, | 
for such sums as the expenses of the government | 
may require. 

ey a subsequent stage of the debate— 

r. Calhoun said that his colleague had made an 
objection against the constitutionality of this bill, 
which he deemed proper to notice. It wasa rule. 
with him, where the constitution is supposed to be | 
involved, to bestow his serious consideration before | 
he acted, and, if he saw reasons to doubt, not to | 
give his assent. He had complied with the rule in | 
this case, and the result was a clear conviction that | 
the bill was constitutional. The right had been ex- 
ercised from the commencement of the government, | 
without being before questioned; and, according to | 
his conception, came within the powers expressly | 
granted to congress to borrow money, which meant | 
neither more nor less than to raise supplies on the 
public credit. Interest was not essential to borrow- 
ing; and it would be ridiculous to suppose that the | 
frainers of the constitution intended to authorize the 
raising of the supplies with interest, and to prohibit 
it without it. But we are told that treasury notes 
are bills of credit, and that the constitution does 
not authorize congress to issue bills of credit. He 
did not deem it necessary to go into a formal dis- 
cussion on either point. He denied that they were 
hills of credit in any proper sense of those terms. 
They were intended to raise supplies to meet a 
temporary deficit in the treasury, and were, in fact, | 
nothing more than means of anticipating the re- | 
venne, | 

But he would not pursne the argument. He | 
would bring it toa short and decisive issue with his 
colleague. His colleague is the strenuous advo- 
cate of the joint resolution of 1816, which author- 
izes the collection of the public dnes in the notes of 











right of collecting in the notes of the banks that do 
not pay specie. Now, no one will deny, that to au- | 


out it; and yet, by Luther Martin’s report of the 
proceedings of the convention, it appears that that 
body, after much and warm discussion, denied to 
congress the power to issue bills of credit, and 
granted the power to borrow money; for a very ob- 
vious reason—the borrowing of money does not 
make inoney; the issuing of bills of credit is making 
money, is creating a circulation, whichis the avow- 
ed object of this bill. My colleague denies that 
these are bDills of credit. Judge Marshall defines a 
bill of credit to be paper issued on the faith of the 
government, intended for circulation. No one can 
dispute the correctness of this definition, or that 


these treasury notes are expressly within its terms. 


My colleague states that these notes are but means 
of anticipating the revenue. This is the sole pur- 
pose of all bills of credit, of all loans, of all national 
debts. 

But my colleague states, with an air of triumph, 
that I am in favor of the resolution of 1816, which 
authorizes the receipt of bank notes, and which is 
equal to the endorsement of such notes by the go- 
vernment, and thinks this is inconsistent with m 
views in regard to treasury notes. If this be so, 
then my colleague, in objecting to the resolution of 
1816, acts inconsistently with his approbation of 
these treasury notes, which, he says, are the same 
thing. His proposition against me is, that Ishould 
hold these treasury notes to be constitutional, be- 
cause I hold the receipt of bank bills under the re- 
solution of 1816 to be constitutional. Does he not 

erceive that the converse is true; that he, condemn- 
ing the resolution of 1816, should alsocondemn these 
treasury notes? Besides, sir, that part of the resoln- 
tion of 1816 is my colleague’s own proper work, 
upon the constitutionality of which he no doubt be- 
stowed his serious consideration before he acted. If 
the two things are virtually the same, then I have my 
colleague’s authority, by his present vote, for the 
constitutionality of the receiving of bank paper. 
If they be not the same, then his argument has no 
bearing 

But there is, Mr. President, a most essertial dif- 
ference, both in fact andin theory. By the resolu- 
tion of 1816 the government does not endorse, ac- 
tually or virtually, the notes of specie banks. It 
receives them itself, as long asa note is a check 
for specie; but it does not guaranty them in the 
hands of the holders, if the banks fail, which is the 
only conceivable meaning of endorsement. If there 


ment be taught by necessity to cut dow. its expen- | thorize the receipt of bank notes in the dues of the | were either an actual or virtual endorsement, the 


ditures. Extravagance is our disease, retrenchment | 
our only remedy. 

This bill comes to us under peculiar circumstan- | 
ces. It is perfectly well known that the popular 
branch of this government would never have passed | 
this bill but under the most pressing apprehension | 
that the fund for internal improvements would be | 
exhausted withoutit. It is, in fact, a bill to raise | 
funds for internal improvement. A few votes | 
would have turned the scale. Who knows, but, af- | 
ter all, it was passed for the sake of some harbor on | 
Lake Ontario, where a member’s constituents had | 
the hope that $19,000 or $20,000 of the public 
money was to be expended? Who can say but it 
was the Cumberland road itself that passed the bill? 
Sir, you know how these things are managed. The 
constituents of gentlemen are in the habit of in- 
structing them, or at least of electing them undera 
pledze or understanding that they shall vote for 
some expenditures in their quarter. Maryland, 
Virginia, Pennsylvania, had been interested in the 
Cumberland road, and they had all had their day: 
now Ohio, Indiana and Illinois come upon the field; 
they insist upon their share of the road. Its re- 
freshing, its fertilizing influence is to proceed west- 
ward. The people will have it. They hold their 
representatives responsible, especially when on 
their return home they will have to mount the steps 
or the stump, and demonstrate to their constituents 
that they had lost the road because treasury notes 
were a bad thing, and their representatives could 
not vote forthem. To hold language like this, re- 
quires some courage; and while I would speak with 
due respect of those in both houses, to whom the 
people have thought fit to confide their most impor- 
tant interests, I cannot but remember that, after all, 
they are men and of like passions with others. And 
yet, notwithstanding that, the progress of internal 
improvement, the progress of the Cumberland road, 
depended upon this bill; notwithstanding, that it 
had in its favor all the seductive influence of light- 
houses and harbors, which without it would perish, 
that bill was sent to us by a tie vote. 

It will not be in order for me, at this time, to 
offer the amendment I propose, unless that offered 
by the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Webster,) or something like it, shall be 
alopted. If it be true that the whole amount of 
$10,090,000 is immediately required, then there is 


government is virtually to endorse on each note that 
it shall be received inthe public dues; or that, if 
the government had the right to do the one, it had 
the right to do the other. Nor will it be denied 
that, if the government has the right to write on the 
back of a bank note that it will be received in the 
public dues, it has an equal right to write the same 
ona blank piece of paper, or, which is the same 
thing, to make a treasury note. The truth is, that 


government would at this moment be liable for all 
the bank paper in the United States. 

Again: by receiving bank notes, the government 
does not create a currency,* but uses one which 
it finds in existence, and that no longer than it is 
equivalent to specie; whereas the government paper 
must be taken, whether equivalent to specie or not. 

But, most conclusively, the convention denied to 
congress the power of issuing bills of credit, while 





to authorize bank notes to be received in the public 
dues is neither more nor less than to make them, to | 


ona separate piece of paper. If the one be un- 
constitutional, the other is cleariy so. Now, he 
would make the bargain with his colleague and 
other advocates of the connexiou with the banks: 
if they will give up the use of bank paper by the 
government, he would give up the use of treasury 
notes; and, if they will deny the constitutionality 
of receiving bank notes, he would not insist on the 
constitutionality of treasurv notes; and, in so doing, 
he should make a very good bargain for the conntry. 
But he was utterly unwilling to admit a construc- 
tion which, while it denied to the government the 
use of its own credit, would give the monopoly of 
it to the banks.] 

Mr. Preston. I beg leave tosay a word or two 
by way of rejoinder to my colleague’s reply to the 
constitutional objections whichI urged when I first 
spoke. 

<" the first place, he states that the right to issue 
treasury notes has been exercised from the founda- 
tion of the government. So has the right to estab- 
lish a bank. So has the right to receive bank pa- 
per in public dues, the denial of which right, under 
the constitution is the foundation of my colleague’s 
new theory of finance. 

2dly. He says it is expressly granted in the 
power to borrow money. under which this is in- 
cluded; and yet he says that he never will, in war 
or in peace, borrow money, or in anywise create a 
national debt. But the constitution makes a dis- 
tinction between bills of credit and borrowing mo- 
ney; for the issuing of the former is prohibited to 
the states, while no one doubts that they may bor- 
row money. 

He says it would be ridiculous to suppose tnat 
the framers of the constitution intended to authorize 





nO occasion for my amendment. But surely the 


the raising of supplies with interest, and not with- 


it placed no limit upon its receiving public dues in 


bank notes: the receipt of which was justified by 


that extent, treasury notes, and is, pro tanto, as | Mr. Madison in the first congress; has been foilow- 
much the making and issuing such notes as if done | ed up by the government ever since; was expressly 


‘authorized by the amendment made upon my col- 
|leagne’s motion tothe resolution of 1816; and never 
‘doubted until within these six months. [ rejoice, 
Mr. President, that my colleague has put the ques- 
tion on this short and decisive issue. 





* Two very different men, but each having 
weight with certain classes of politicians, have en- 
tertained similar sentiments. 

General Hainilton said: «The emitting of paper 
money by the anthority of government is wisely 
prohibited to the individual states by the national 
constitution, and the spirit of that pronibiton onght 
not to be disregarded by the government of the 
United States. Though paper einission, under a 
general authority, might have some advantages not 
applicable, and be free from some disadvantages 
which are applicable to the like ernissions by the 
states separately, yet they are of a nature so liable 
to abuse, and, it may even be affirmed, so certain of 
being abused, that the wisdom of government 
will be shown in never trusting itself with the nse 
of so seducing and dangerous an expedient.” ‘The 
stamping of paper is an operation so much easier 
than the laying of taxes, that a government in the 
practice of paper emissions would rarely fail, in any 
such emergency, to indulge itself too far in the em- 
ploymert of that recourse, to avoid, as much as 
possible, one less auspicious lo present popularity.” 

General Jackson said: ‘*I hope no treasury notes 
will beissued. The treasury drafts upon aclual de- 
posites are constitutional, ane do nof partake of pa- 
per credits as treasury notes, which are subject to 
depreciation by the merehants and banks, and 
shavers and brokers; and will be, if issued, and the 

government cannot avoid it.” 
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TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS, | On motion of Mr. Morris, the bill was indefinite- ; Robinson, Simith, of Connecticut, Trotier, Wright 
SECOND SESSION—SENATE. ily postponed, without a division. The senate took , Young—19. wie 
June 15. Among the petitions presented to day | up the bill for the relief of general Alexander Ma-| Mr. Clay, of Alabama, moved to lay the bij} on 


one was by Mr. Tullmadge {rom Henry Hall Sher-|comb. Mr. Hubbard explained and advocated the \ the table, wi. ha view to prepare an amendment {op 


wood, relating to discoveries in magnetism wade 
by hiin, and improvements in the construction and 
use of the magnetic needle. Read, referred, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

‘he senate proceeded to consider the bill to cre- 
ate the office of surveyer-general of the public lands 
in Michigan. 

This bill was discussed at much length by Mes- 
srs. Lyon, Clay, of Ala. Prentiss, Webster, Norvell, 
Tipton, King, Smith, of Ind., Clay, of Ky., Young, 
and Sevier. 

The chiefarguments in favor of the bill were un- 
derstood to be the security of the documents relat- 
ing to the surveys, and the facilities which would 
be aiforded to purchasers to determine the bounda- 
ries of their lands. 

aur. Clay, of Kentucky, stated, in the course of 
the discussion, that there were now sixty-four land 
offices in the country, twenty-one of which had 
been created since the commencement of the late 
administration, and seven offices of surveyor- 
general, two of which had been created since that 
time; whereas, Pennsylvania and Virginia, with 
Kentucky annexed, had each had but a single land 
office. 

Mr. Prentiss, offered an amendment, requiring 
that the field notes and other papers descriptive of 
the boundaries of lands surveyed should be deposit- 
ed with the secretary of state of the respective states 
in which the lands he. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Indiana, who wished 
also to oifer an amendinent, (understood to be a 
provision for a surveyor-general for Indiana also_) 
the bill was, for the present, laid on the table— 
Ayes 17, noes not counted. 

On motion of Mr. Grundy, the senate disagreed 
to the substitute of the house for the senate bill to 
change the time of holding the circuit court of the 
United States in the ninth circuit. So the bill was 
sent back to the house as it originally passed the 
Senate. 

The senate bill to grant pre-emption rights to 
settlers on the public lands was received from the 
other house with amendments, which were subse- 
quently taken up for consideration. 

Mr. White olfered a substitute for an amendment 
by the house relating to reservations of Choctaw 
ands. 


Mr. Clay, of Alabama, also sent to the table an | 
amendment to the bill, in the form of an additional | 
section, disallowing floating pre-emption claims | 


under the various pre-emption laws. 

Oa motion of Mr. Clay, of Alabama, the bill was 
then laid on the table, and ordered to be printed 
with the amendments. 


The Vice President presented a communication | 


from the war departinent, in pursuance of a senate 
resolution, with a communication from the adja- 
tant general, in relation to the hostile disposition of 
Indians on the Arkansas frontier, stating, on the 
autnority of a letter from gen. Arbuckle, which 
letter, froin pradential motives, was whithheld, 


that hostile intentions had been manifested in the | 
councils of several Indian tribes, but also expressing | 


the hope that such hostile designs would not be 
matured. Referred to the co:nmittee on military 
atfairs, and ordered to be printed. 

The bill to establish an additional land office in 
Louisiana, and the bill to incorporate the navy vard 


beneficial society of the city of Washington, were | 
severally considered, and ordered to be engrossed | 


for a third reading. 

The senate proceeded to consider the bill from 
the house, authorizing the Washington monument 
society 1o erect a monument to tne memory of 
Washington on the pubiic mall. Mr. Preston ob- 
jected to the site as too low, and said on that ac- 
count he should vote against the bill. Mr. Bayard 
objected to the site, that the monument would 
greatly injure the beauty of the view west of the 
capitol. Mr. Allen inquired what was the amount 
of means which had been collected from all parts of 
the country. Mr, Roane replied that it had been 
stated at $30,000. Mr. Allen then, in a speech of 
considerable lenzth, and great earnestness (in which 
he was vigorously seconded by his colleague, Mr. 
Morris,) expressed his decided belief that more 
than $30,000 bad been collected for this object in 
Onxio alone, as $1,000 were known (by Mr. Mor- 
ris) to have been collected in one sinall county; 
and Mr. A. inade a variety of very strony insiaua- 
tions that there must be fraud somewhere. 

Mr. Hubbard expressed surprise at the smallness 
of the sum, declared it wholly inadequate to the 
object, and urged that the government should have 
nothing whatever to do with the subject further 
than to grant a site for the monument. 





! 
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remarks on the bill, but, declining to speak on ac- 
count of the smallness of tie nuinber present, 

The senate adjourned. 

June 16. 
rials from citizens of Philadelphia city and coun- 
ty, praying the immediate passage of the sub-trea- 
sury bill. Laid on the table. 

Messrs, Norvell, Clayton, Buchanan, and Pierce, 
reported without amendment, from committees, va- 
rious private bills referred to them. 

On motion of Mr. Roane, the secretary of the 
navy was directed to communicate to the senate the 
proceedings of a court nartial at Gosport, on the 
case of captain William Ramsay, of the navy. 

Several bilis from the house were read twice, and 
referred, 

The bills to establish an additional land office in 
Louisiana, and to incorporate the navy yard bene- 
ficial society of the city of Washington, were se- 
verally read a third time and passed. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to create the office of surveyor-general of the pub- 
lic lands in Michigan. 

Mr. Prentiss temporarily withdrew his amend- 
ment requiring the field-notes and other documents 
relating to surveys to be deposited, when the duties 
of the land office should terminate, with the secre- 
tary of state of Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan, re- 
spectively. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, then offered a substitute 
for the bill, providing for the removal cf the present 
surveyor general’s office for Ohio, Indiana, and 
Michigan, from Cincinnati to Michigan city, in In- 
diana. Mr. S.’s substitute also embraced Mr. 
Prentiss’ above amendinent as a second section to 
the bill. Mr. Norvell moved to strike out *Michi- 
gan city, in Indiana,”’ from this substitute, and in- 
sert Detroit, in Michigan. 

Tuis question being divided, the motion to strike 
out was carried—Ayes 17, noes 10. 

Mr. Norvell then withdrew his motion to insert 
Detroit. Mr. Tipton said his object was to transfer 
the office of surveyor-general from Cincinnati, a 
point where it was not convenient to the lands yet 





to survey, to the vicinity of the place where the 
public work was to performed. T'wo years ago 
the senate passed a bill to remove the office froin 
Cincinnati to South Bend, a flourishing town with- 
in five miles of the line between Indiana and Mi- 
chigan; that bill did not become a law. The 
amendment offered by his honorable colleague pro 
‘posed to remove the office to Michigan city, India- 
| na. That place was now striken out of the amend- 
‘ment by a majority of the senate. The member 
from Michigan (Mr. Norvell) had proposed De- 
troit, bit withdrew it. He (Mr. T.) was not ac- 
tuated by a wish to injure any individual or state, 
‘orto benefit any local interest, but to serve the 
‘country. He moved, therefore, to fill the blank 
with the town of St. Joseph’s, Michigan. This 
was a flourishing town, on Lake Michigan, at the 
/tmouth of the St. Joseph’s river, about thirty miles 








‘north of the line dividing Indiana and Michigan, 


accessible to steamboats at all seasons of the year, 


from the south boundary of Indiana and the north 
of Michigan, convenient to all concerned. 

Alter some conversation, the question on this 
motion was put, and it was carried in the affirma- 
tive: Yeas 27, nays 4. 

Mr. Lyon spoke in favor of creating a new office 
for Michigan, and of abolishing the old office when- 
ever the occasion for its existence should cease. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, and Mr. Lumpkin, spoke 
briefly but earnestly against creating a new office 
for Michigan, as an unnecessary extension of exe- 
cutive patronage, and in favor of the removal pro- 
posed by the substitute, as highly liberal to Michi- 
van, on the part of the senators from Indiana. 


by Messrs. Norvell and Lyon on the one part, and 
Messrs. Smith, of Indiana, and Tipton, on the other. 

The question was put on the first part of the sub- 
stitute of Mr. Smith, of Indiana, as ainended, sim- 
ply requiring the removal of the present office from 
Cincinnati to St. Joseph’s, in Michigan, and it was 
rejected by the following vote: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Davis, Lumpkin, Morris, Niles, 
Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Smith, of Indiana, Strange, Swilt, Tipton, White 
—I19. 

NA YS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Clay, of Alabaina, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, 





King, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, 


Mr. ‘Buchanan presented three memo- | 


|'when not obstructed by ice, and about equidistant 


rhe question of liberality was briefly contested | 


bill atlength. Mr. Buchanan desired to make some | abolishing oid Jand offices when no longer required 


Mr. Tipton moved to lay the bill finally on the 
table, which motion was carried in the affirinative 
| by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Brown 
Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Clay, of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, Grundy, Hub. 
bard, King, Lumpkin, Lyon, McKean, Morris 
Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pieston, Roane. 
Robbi:.s, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut 
Smith, of Indiana, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
White, Wright—34. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Pierce, Prentiss 
Robinson, Trotter, Young—6. , 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, from the committee on 
public lands, reported the bill with the amendments 
referred to them, granting pre-emption to settlers 
on the public lands, with recommendations that the 
amendinent of Mr. White to the ainendwent of the 
house relating to Choctaw reservations be adopted, 
and that the amendinents of the house so amended 
be then concurred in. 

Mr. White’s amendment was accordingly agreed 
to. 

At the reqnest of Mr. Young, who expressed a 
wish slightly to modify one of the amendments of 
the other house, the bill was temporarily Jaid on 
the table; subsequently taken up, the amendinents 
of the other house further modified, and concurred 
in by the senate, and the bill was sent back to the 
other house for concurrence. 

The senate resumed the considevation of the bill 
for the relief of major general Alexander Macomb. 

The question at issue on this bill was understood 
to be whether or not a brigadier-general, being a 
majoi-general by brevet, should, when his com. 
inand merely exceeded a brigade, without amount. 
ing to a full division, receive the pay of his brevet 
rank. 

The bill, at much length, was opposed by Mes. 
ers Buchanan, Calhoun, Prentiss, Nicholas, and 
White, and advocated by Messrs. Hubbard and 
Strange. 

On the question of its engrossment for a third 
reading, the vote stood as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Clayton, Hub- 
bard, Lyon, Norvell, Preston, Strange, Tallinadge, 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, King, Luinpkin, Me- 
| Kean, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Prentiss, Rives, 
Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Sinith, of Connecticut, 
Smith, of Indiana, Swilt, Tipton, Troiter, White, 
Young—23. 

So the bill was then rejected, and the senate 
adjourned. 

June 18. Mr. Buchanan presented six memo- 
rials from citizens of the city and county of Phila- 
delplia, praying the immediate passage of the 
sub-treasury bill, and remonstrating against a 
bank of the United States. Laid on the table. 

Also, aremonstrance from citizens of Philadelphia 
against the passage of an international copy-right 
law. Referred to the committee on patents. 

Also, a memorial from citizens of the District of 
‘Columbia and others, recommending to congress 
the making provision to send a diplomatic agent to 
Havti. Laid on the table. 

Mr. Tallmadge said he rose to ask the unanimous 
‘consent of the senate to bring in a bill to abolish 
| Imprisonment for debt in certain cases. I introdue- 
ed this subject, some time since, said Mr. T., to 
the attention of the senate, by presenting a petition 
| for that purpose, and referring it to the coinmittee 
onthe Judiciary. J had hoped that that committee, 
who are so abundantly competent, would have di- 
gested a bill forthe abolishment of imprisonment for 
debt in all cases on process issuing out of the courts 
of the United States. I am aware of the difficulties 
in frarring the details of such a bill; and atin also 
aware that there might bea difference of opinion as 
'to its adoption. I fully appreciate the situation of 
the committee, and do not intend, in the slightest 
degree, to complain of their inaction. 

For myself, I am free te say, I am in favor of 
such a billin its broadest terms. I was a member 
ofthe New York legislature when the act of that 
state passed abolishing imprisonment for debt. 
There was much difference of opinion then existing 
on that subject. But, I believe, since the practical 
Operation of the act has been seen and felt, it has 
become entirely satisfactory to the great body of 
‘that community. So it would be in the United 
States, if congress would adopt the measure. ‘he 
example of this government, too, would have a ten- 
dentency to do away that relic of barbarism in those 
states where it still exists. , 
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Tr tins late period in the session Lam unwilling 
te present a bill so broad in is operation as to call 
forth debate, either upon its general principles, or 
the detail of its provisions, and thereby defeat ils 
yassage at this time. Iw ill, therefore, content 
inysell with a measure which I trust will ineet 
the approbation of all, and which will receive the 
fayuiable action of congress before its adjourn: 
ment. 1 propose that no person shall be imprisoned 
oy debt in any slate on process issuing out of a court 
of the United Slates, where, by the laws of such stute, 
inprisowment for debt has been abolished. This 
jroposition, | think, cannot be reasonably objected 
to from any quarter. It will answer the present 
emergency, and congress can hereafter, with full 
deliberation, act on the general question of unlitnit- 
ed aud nneonditional abolishment of imprisonwent 
for debt in all cases within its jurisdiction. I con- 
cider it the relic of a barbarous age, unsuited to 
the times in which we live, aud derogatory to the 
free institutions under which it is tolerated. 

I will not detain the senate by any discussion of 
the general qnestion. [ wish merely to call the 
attention of senators to the precise proposition 
which I intend to submit at this time. 

Much excitement prevails, and justly prevails, in 
the city of New York, on thissubject. Whilst our 
own citizens are exempt froin imprisonment under 
the process of our own courts, still they, as well as 
strangers and citizens from our states, are incarce- 
rated under process from the courts of the United 
States. This is a strange anomaly, and ought not 
to exist. lam told that the jail in the city of New 
York is crowded with unfortunate debtors from | 
oher states, who have been arrested and committed | 
to prison, for want of bail, under the laws of the | 
United States, and who would have been exempted | 
from iinprisoninent under the law of the state of 
New York. These citizens have gone there on bn- 
siness—inercantile business, perhaps; for New. 
York is the great commercial emporium ‘where | 
merchants most do congregate.”’? Shall it be tole- | 
rated that the rights of the citizen shall be thus in- | 
vaded? The constitution eays, “The citizens of | 
each state shall be entitled to all the privileges and | 
iinmunities of citizens in the several states.” It) 
may well be doubted whether, under this clause, | 
the citizens of another state can be imprisoned for | 
debt by process from the courts of the United | 
States, in a state where, by law, imprisonment for| 
debt has been abolished. It is, at least, against the | 
spirit of the constitution. I merely make this sug- 
gestion from first impression, without having be- | 
stowed a thought upon it to enable me to go into a| 
constitutional argument. I wish to avoid all such | 
discussions at this time. My proposition does not, 
necessarily lead to them. But, I ask, shall it be | 
tolerated that the laws of the general government 
shall be used as an enzine of oppression, and to| 
supersede the benign and philanthrophic legislation | 
of the states? The process of your courts is abus- | 
el. It is used to evade and defeat the spirit of the 
laws of the states. Until all the states adopt this | 
humane principle, there will be difficulties enough, | 
as between themselves, without superadding ad 
Oppression of the general governinent. | 

By the lawot New York, her citizens are exempt | 
from imprisonment within her own borders. But | 
if one of thei can seize another in a state where 
imprisonment i3 not abolished, he can imprison hiin | 
there, allhoush by our own laws he would be ex- 
einptat home. This evil can only be corrected by 
the legislation of the respective states. ‘[here are 
evils, however, which the legislation of congress 
alone canreach. Notwithstanding the laws of New | 
York exempt her own citizens, yet, if the plaintul, 
resides in imuther state, he may imprison the de- | 
fendanut in New York, under process froin the courts | 
olf the United States. And I am told itis not unusn- | 
al for adeimand to be transferred to a friend in an ad- 
Jolning state forthe mere purpose of enforcing it in 
that matner. So, too, nay citizens of other states, 
althourh ex »mpted by our laws, be imprisoned in 
New York by like process from courts of the Unit- 
ed States. 

_ have merely alluded to these cases by way of 
lustration, and by way of showing the erying evil | 
Under which many of ourcitizens are now laboring. 

















With unfortunate debtors, it was no ‘fancy sketch.” 
The subject tas been deemed worthy the present- 


= | sire to speak on the subject, 
| 


ment of a grand jury of that city. They visited, in| 
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inanner of the building: and consequent dampness, proceedings of the naval court martial held at Gos- 
of the cells, the walls of which are plastered upon’ port ou the case of cuptain William Ramsay, and 
stone, they are deemed as yet to be in a very unfit) with the subsequent correspondence. Laid on the 
situation to be tenanted by individuals whose lives table, and ordered to be priated. 

or health are of the least importance to themselves,, Several reports from committees were received: 
to fainilies from whom they may be separated, or, among them the following: : 
to the community at large. It is but an act of jus- | By Mr. Roane, from the committee on the Dis- 
tice to say that the arrangement of two persons in| trict of Columbia, the bill referred to thei in rela- 
a cell was dictated by motives of humanity, as be- | tion to the orphans’ court of the county of Alexan- 
ing the best that could be done under existing cir-| dria, D. C.. with an amendment, which was read 
cumstances, the ground tier of cells, from their| and agreed to; and the bill, by consent, was order- 
excessive dampness, being absolutely untenantable. | ed to a third reading. 

From the nature of the laws of our state uponthe| By Mr. Grundy, trom the committee on the judi- 
subject of imprisoninent for debt, the persons thus ciary, the bill reterred to them to abolish imprison- 
confined are strangers, and certainly not a class| ment for debt in certain cases, with an amendment, 
who are to be considered as having, on that account, | the design of which was to make the abolition by 
a diminished claim upon our syinpathy. Among | this bill of imprisonment for debt correspond with 
their complaints of severe colds and various rheu- | its abolition in the respective states where such im- 
inatic affections resulting from the causes adverted | prisonment had in whole or in part been aholisted; 
to, some were of a character such as, being thus) which amendment was read, and the bill taken up 
brought to the notice of the proper authorities, we | for consideration. 

are persuaded will not fail to receive that imme-| Altera few explanatory remarks by Mr. Grundy 
diate and proper attention for which the circum-j|and by Mr. Tallmadge, urging the importance of 
stances call.” speedy action on the bill, % 

There is no doubt that the proper authorities will; On motion of Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, who ex- 
do all in their power, and all that h»manity re-| pressed some doubt as to the practicability of carry- 
quires, to alleviate the condition of these untortu-| ing all the provisions of this bill, as it now stood 
nate debtors. into etfest, and with the assent of Mr. Tallinadge, 

I would remind the senate that, as appears froin | the bill was laid on the table till to-morrow, and or- 
the presentinent of the grand jury, “the persons | dered to be printed, with the amendment. 
thus confined are strangers,”’ citizens of other| The senate resuined the consideration of the sen- 
states, and all imprisoned under the benign laws of| ate bill granting pre-emption rights to settlers on 
the United States! Is there a senator here whose| the public lands, as amended by the other house— 
blood does not boil .with indignation at the very | the question being ona motion of Mr. Young, the 
idea that a citizen of his own state should be thus | effect of which was to disagree te that portion of 
confined, like a felon, far from his home, beyond | the other house which excluded from pre-emption 
the reach of friendly sympathy, with perhaps a wife | lands laid out into town or village lots. 
and children dependent on him for support, and| Mr. Lyon offered an amendment to this motion, 
anxiously waiting his return? Is there a senator! the effect of which was to exempt from this exclu- 
here who will, for one moment, consent that the! sion such lands as had been purchased by others 
health, and perhaps the life, of that citizen shall be | froin those who purchased them originally from the 
sacrificed, or even jeoparded, under the operation| government. This amendment M1. L. subsequent- 
of the barbarous code which still prevails in this| ly withdrew. 
government? The bill and the amendment were discussed, 

“Shut from the common air, and common nse passim, by Messrs. Lyon, Robinson, Clay, cf Ken- 

Of their own liinbs, how many drink the cup tucky, Sevier, Young, Prentiss, Morris, Tipton, 

Of baleful grief, or eat the bitter bread Hubbard, Smith, of Conn., King, Clay, of Ala., and 

Of misery!” Bayard. 

Mr. Young’s amendment, granting (in effect) 





If such would be the feelings of every senator, 
let hin unite with me to wipe this foul blot from) pre-emption to lands laid out into town and vil- 
the statute-books of the nation. laze lots, was rejected by the following vote: 

Leave was accordingly granted; the bill was in-} YEAS—Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun. Grundy 
troduced, read twice, and referred. Lumpkin, Monton, Nicholas, Roane, Robinson, 

On motion of Messrs. Hubbard and Sevier, com-| Wall, White, Youne—i)l. { 
mittees wore discharged from the further consider-| | NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Brown 
ation of various private claims. Clay, of Ala., Clay. of Ken., Clayton, Cuthbert. 

On motion of Mr. Buchanan, the senate took up| Davis, Fulton, Hubbard, Knight, Lyon, pile ig 
the motion of Mr. Williams for leave to introduce| Morris, Niles, Norvell, Picree, Prentiss, Rives, 
a bill to provide for the survey and deterinination of | Sevier, Smith, of Conn., Strange, Tipton Williams, 
the northeastern bonndary line of the United States | Wright—26. : % 
according to the provisions of the treaty of 1783. Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, stated that the effect of 

Mr. Buchanan at much length proceeded to prove, | one of theamendments of the other house. which had 


A ' ; 
hy documents and arguments, that this boundary | not been noticed by senators, was to subject to the 


was well defined, and easy to be ascertained; but he! provisions of this bill certain lands which had 
opposed the bill as likely, under existing cirenm-| heretofore been always reserved from pre-emption. 
stances, to lead to unnecessary war, though he de- | These were lands which it was supposed might be 
clared himself ready 'o go to war rather than Maine| covere: by valid French or Spanish claims, much 
should he dismembered. In conclusion, he gave| of which, being near populous settlements, had 
notice that if it should be returned to the senate by | now become very valuable. Mr. C. especially spe- 
the committee on foreign relations, and should come | cified certain lands of this class in the vicinity of 
up for consideration, he would then move for inde. | St. Louis, which he said would seil at once for $10 
finite postponement. per acre. Mr. C. in concinsion, moved to amerid 
Mr. Davis argued and insisted, in reply to Mr.! this amendment of the other house, so as to exclude 
Buchanan, that an order for a survey was in itsell,; all lands of this class from being subject to pre- 
even under the cirenmstances, no other than a pa-|emption under this bill. i: . 
cific measure. He also at some length adduced ad-| This motion was carried in the affirmative, as 
ditional facts and arguments to those already ad- | follows: 
duced, to show that the boundary of the treaty was YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Bachanan, Calhoun 
altogether definite and easily found. Clav, of Ken., Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, King, 
Mr. Williams also addressed the senate on the! Knight, McKean, Merrick, Niles, Pierce. Prontias. 
subject, especially in reply to a remark of Mr.| Preston, Roane, Robbins. Strange, Swit, Tall. 
Buchanan, that Maine had acted in somewhat of | madge, Tipton, Wall, White, Williams—24. 
passion, Mr. W. xoing into the history of the case NA YS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown. Clay. of 
to show that Maine had acted at least with great| Ala., Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, Lumpkin, Lyon 
coolness and deliberation. Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Rives. Robinson, Se. 
Mr. W. also argued at leneth in favor of the bill, | vier. Smitn, of Conn., Trotter, Wright, Young—19. 
and further in reply to Mr. Buchanan. The amendment of the other honse, as amended 
Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, having expressed a de- | by the senate, were then concurred in, yeas 42 nays 
'Mr. Robinson and Young: and the bill with the 


The senate held an executive session, and then | amendments, was sent back to the other house for 
adjourned. | concurrence. 


, e rr . . 
June 19. After some remarks of Messrs. Mor- | Ihe senate adjourned, after an executive session, 














a body, the prison, and ‘were shown a range of | ris and Allen, of Oliio, in relation to an article; June 20. After some unimportant business, on 


twetve cells, of the dimensions of about ten feet by 
seven each, occupied, as they were informed by 
the keeper, by twenty-three individuals, or about 
two to each cell. These cells, originally designed 
for the occupation of but one person, are obviously 


hot sufficientiy well ventilated for the accommoia- | 
tion of two, particularly during the present extreme | 


| which appeared in the Intelligencerof this morning | motion of Mr. Grundy, the senate took up the bill 
on the subject of the Washington Monument. and to abolish imprisonment for debt in certain cases. 
ia complimentary notice from Mr. Clay, of Ken- | The question being on the amendment fiom the 
| tucky, to the decorum aud correctness of that| committee on the judiciary, the design of which 
| print, sist was to make the operation of this bill correspond 

The Vice President presented a communication | with the operation of the laws of the states, respee- 
from the navy department, in obedience to a senate | tively, in which imprisonment for debt is in part or 





heat of the weather. In addition to this, from the| resolution of the 16th instant, with a copy of the | wholly abolished. 
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After a discussion (a report of which shall have 
a place hereafier) in which the bill was opposed 
by Messrs. Preston and Bayard, and advocated by 
Messrs. Zailmadge and Norvell, the amendment of 
the committee was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Prentiss, the bill was further 
amended, so as to require the same proceedings un- 
der the bill as are adopted in the courts of the states 
respectively. 

Lie bili was then ordered to a third reading by 
the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bentor, Brown, Bu- 


chanan, Clay, of Alabama, Clay, of Kentucky, Ful- | made after the passage of this act, until the lands 
ton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Lyon, | are legally entered and paid for.” 


MeKean, Merrick, Morris, Monton, Nicholas, 


Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Robbins, Robin- | bers, modified his proposition, so as to read as fol- 


sou, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith, of Conn., Sinith, of | 
Indiana, Spence, Strange, Swift, Talimadge. Tip- 
ton, Wall, White, Williams, Wright—36. 

NAY3S—Messrs. Bayard, Clayton, Preston, 
Roane—4. 


prices for the public land; having respect to the 
periods of time they may remain unsold aiter being 
brought into market, and providing for the distribu- 
‘tion of the nett proceeds of the sales of the public 
ljands, or the lands themselves, among the several 
states according to their federal members, from and 
after such day as the committee may deem proper, 
and providing for pre-emptions in favor of all those 
now bona fide settled upon the public lands, with a 
view to secure homes for themselves and families, 
and not to secure the lands for others, and to pre- 
vent settlements upon the public land from being 


Mr. Briggs, at the suggestion of several mem- 


lows: 

“That before any person claiming the benefit of 
this law shall have a patent for the land which he 
may claim by having complied with its provisions 
he shail make oath before some person authorized 





Subsequently the bill was, by consent, read a 


third time, and passed. 'the certificate of the person administering it, shall 


Mr. Grundy, oilered a resolution, which lies over | 
One day, fixing the daily assenbling of the senate | 
at 11 o’clock A. M, instead of 12, till otherwise or. | 
dered by the senate. 

On motion of Mr. King, the committee on the | 
post office and post roads were instructed to inquire | 
luto the expediency of establishing a new post | 
route through Brownsville and other towns in Ala- | 
baina. 

The senate resumed the consideration of Mr. | 
Williams’ motion for leave to bring in a bill to | 
provide for the survey and deterimination of the 
northeastern boundary of the United States accord- | 
ing to the treaty of 1783. | 

Lhe debite on this subject (to be given hereafter) | 
was continued and maintained throughout the day, 
by Messrs. Clay, of Kentucky, Buchanan, Davis, | 
Wright, Calhoun, and Rives. | 

Leave was granted, and the bill was introduced | 
and real twice. 

Mr. Williams, moved to referthe bill to a spe- 
cial coininittee. 

Mr. Wright moved to refer it to the committee 
on foreign relations. 

Messrs. Davis and Williams advocated its refer- | 
ence to a special committee, on the ground that the 


chairman and another most prominent member of | legally adininistered.” 


the coininittee on foreign relations had already de- 
clared thetnselves hostile to the bill, and that cour- 
tesy and eqnity demanded that it should at least go 
to an impartial committee. 

Messrs. Wright, dives, Culhoun, and Buchanan 


° ° ° > e { 
advocated its reference to the committee on foreign 


relations, onthe ground that it involved qnestions 
of high import in regard to our foreign relations. 


Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, urged chat it shontd take ‘tion of the house to the fact that Mr. Boon had | 


that course which, if possible, should obtain the 
unanimous approbation of the senate, union of ae- 
tion being more important than any particular man- 
ner of action. 


shall swear falsely in the premises, he shall be sub- 


psaid, shall be void, exceptin the hands of a pur- 


by law to administer the same, which oath, with 


be filed with the register of the proper office, when 
the land is applied for, and by said register sent to 
the office of the commissioner of public lands, that 
he entered upon the land which he claims in his 
own right, and exclusively for his own use and 
benefit, and that be has not, directly or indirectly, 
made any agreement or contract in any manner | 
with any person or persons whatever, by which the 
title which he might acquire from the government 
of the United States should enure to the use and 
benefit of any one except himself, or to convey or| 
transfer the said land, or the title which he may ae- 
quire to the same, to any other person or persons 
whatever, at any subsequent time; and if such per- 
son, claiming the benefit of this law as aforesaid, 


ject to all the pains and penalties for perjury, forfeit 
the money which he may have paid for the land, 
ind allright and title to the said land, and any 
grant or conveyance which he may have made in 
pursuance of such agreement or contract as afore- 





chaser in good faith for a valuable consideration 
without notice; and the certificate which shall be 
filed with the commissioner as aforesaid shali be 
taken to be conclusive evidence that the oath was 


| ‘There was some further discussion on these and | 
ithe other amendments, and upon the bill generally; 
when 

Mr. Menefee, after some remarks in opposition to 
‘the bill gave notice of his intention to offer an | 
amenament—(which, however, he bad not an op-| 
portunity of doing.) Mr. Boon, demanded the pre- | 
‘vious question. Mr. Randolph called the atten- | 





| 
' 


} 
} 


pledged himself that the previous question should | 


not be demanded till candlelight. It was then half! 
past 6 P. M. 


After some appeals from various members, Mr. | 


The bill was referred to the committee on foreign | Boon withdrew the proposition, and it was imme- | 


relations. 

The senate adjourned, after an executive session. 

June 21. The day was principally occupied ina 
discussion growing out of the presentation, by Mr. 
Niles, of resolutions of the legislature of Connecti- 
cut, against the sub-treasury-bill, &c. After which, 

The senate spent some time in executive session, 
and then adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, June 14, (evening session.) After some 
remarks from Mr. Word, of Mississippi, in favor of 
the bill, and against the pending amendment, as re- 
portedin the morning’s proceedings, 


Mr. Williams, of North Carolina, moved a call | 


of the honse; which motion was negatived. 


Mr. Lincoln’s pending amendinent (providing | which he gave notice he should offer in case the 
that the pre-emptionist shall have held no former | pending amendment did not prevail: 
ly! te righi,) was then acted on, and rejected | 


y the following vote: Yeas 75, nays 93. 


Mr. Briggs otfered an amendment, which he ex- | 


lained as betng intended to limit the acticn of the 
oe to the honest bona fide actual settler, and to 
preclude speculators in pre-emption rights. He 
asked, and obtained the yeas and nays on the amend- 
nent. 


After some conversation as to the expediency of, amendinent by the following vote: 


this amendment, 
Mr. Underwood moved to recommit the bill, with 
instructions, as follows: 


‘“lhat the said bill be referred to a select com-} Chambers, Chaney, Childs, Clowney, Coles, Connor, 


mittee to be composed of one meinber from each 
state, with instructions to reporta bill repealing all 
laws which direct the sale of the public lands or 
any part thereof, at public auction, and graduating 
the price of the public lands in such manner as the 


committee may deem reasonable, fixing different | kins, Haynes, Henry, Hoffinan, Hopkins, R. M. T. 


| diately renewed by Mr. Cushman, who thought the | 
‘debate had oceupied a sufficient time already. On 
'secondinyg the call for the previous question, the | 
‘division stood: Ayes 86, noes 98. So the house re- 
‘fused to second the demand for the previous ques- 
tion. The question then recurred upon the propo- 
‘sition torecommit with instructions. (See above.) 
| The yeas and nays being ordered, this motinn was 
| decided in the negative, as follows: Yeas 79, nays 
(123. The question recurred upon Mr. Brigg’s 
| proposition, (see above,) upon which the yeas and 
nays had been ordered. Mr. Casey opposed the 
‘amendment on the ground that it would encumber 
| the title in every land sale, and would produce end- 
less hitigation. 
Mr. Titus had read the following amendment, 


“Sec. —. And be it further enacted, 'Vhat every 
person claiming a pre-emption right shall make an 
affidavit that the said claim is on his own account 
and for his own benefit, and not with any previous 
agreement or understanding with any other person 
or persons to transfer the saine.”’ 

The question was then taken on Mr. Brigg’s 
-ainendment, and resulted in the adoption of that 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, H. Allen, 
J. W. Allen, Aycrigg, Banks, Bell, Biddle, Bond, 
Borden, Briggs, Bronson, Willian B. Calhoun, 


Corwin, Cushing, Darlington, Dawson, Davee. Davis, 
Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Elmore, Evans, Everett, 
Ewing, R. Fletcher, Fillmore, R. Garland, Goode, 
J. Grahain, Graves, Grennell, Griffin, Haley, llall. 
Halsted, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Haw- 





7 
“ad 





ee, 


a" 


Hunter, Ingham, H. Johnson, J. Johnson 7s 
Johnson, J. W. Jones, Kennedy, Lincoln, s. Mac. 
Maury, Maxwell, McKay, McKennan, Mey,," 
Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Montgomery, Navi 3 
Noyes, Ogle, Pulser, Parris, Patterson, Py ¢} p °r, 
nybacker, Phelps, Phillips, Pope, Potts, Pyrat; _. 
Prentiss, Randolph, Reed, Ri ncher, Rhett, Ric}... 
son, Ridgway, Robertson, Robinson, Rumsey, Pa 
sell, Sergeant, Sheffer, A. H. Shepperd, “gjp). 
Slade, Southgate, Stanly Stratton, Taliaters’ 


lee 


Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwoog, ;' 
White, Elisha Whittlesey, T. T. Whittlesey, | 
Williams, Sherod Williams, Word, Yorke—}}4 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews. Atherto, 
Beatty, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon. Bucha),,, 
John Calhoon, Cambreleng, J. Campbell, Cayjo,’ 
Casey, Chapman, Cheatham, Cleveland, (yj, 
Crary, Crockett, Cushman, Dromgoole, Dune, 
Farrington, Fairfield, Foster, Gallup, W. Graha,’ 
Grant, Gray, Hammond, Hamer, Herod, Howa,,’ 
Hubley, W. H. Hunter, T. B. Jackson, N. Jone: 
Keim, Klingensmith, Leadbetter. Lewis, Log, 
Loomis, Lyon, J. M. Mason, Martin, May, R’ 
McClellan, McClure, Miller, Moore, Morgan, ¢ 
W. Morris, C. Morris, Noble, Owens, Packer, Po, 
menter, Pearce, Petrikin, Plommmer. Potter, Jy}, 
H. Prentiss, Rariden, Reily, Rives, Shields, Shc». 
lor, Snyder, Spencer, Stone, Taylor, Thomas, 'f'iq; 
Toucey, Turney, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, 4). 


Al. 


‘bert S. White, Jared W. Williams, C. H. Williams. 


Worthington, Yell—86. 

Mr. Bell proposed the following amendment: 

“* And provided further, | hat the operation of thj; 
act shall be suspended as to the lands, and every 
part of them, which have been contiguousiv Ices. 
ted to the Choctaw Indians in the state of Micsie. 
sippi, under the instructions of the secretary of 
war to col. George W. Maitin, locating agent, 
bearing date 13th of October, 1834 and the jp. 
structions of Elbert Herring, commissioney of Jp. 
dian affairs, to the said agent, hearing date the 1): 
of March, 1835; and as to the lands, and every yar 


of them, of which any Choctaw head of a familr 


bad possession at the date of the treaty conclude 
at Dancing Rabbit Creek, 27th September. 1830, 
and who signified his or ber intention to remain ar¢ 
become a citizen of the United States, aceording | 
the provisions of the bth article of the said treaty, 
until the final action of congress in relation to the 
claims of said Indians, under the 4th article o! 


| said treaty.” 


Some conversation as to the expediency and 
operation of this amendment tock place between 
Messrs. Bell, Prentiss, of Mississippi, Pennybacler 
and Lyon, when Mr. May sent to the chair the {ol 
lowing ainendment, proposed as an amendment tc 


Mr. Bell’s motion: 
‘And that any person, being the head of af. 


mily, who now is settled, or shall hereafter settle, 
on any of the public Jands of the United States, end 
who shall continue to reside on and cultivate th: 
same forthe period of twelve months, shall, vyper 
making proof thereof, according to the provisicrs 
of this act, be entitled to a right of pre-emption ‘o 
one quarter section on the terms, conditions, Jim. 
tations, and restrictions contained in the foregoing 
section and provisions of this act.” 

Mr. May defended and explained his amendment, 
and asked forthe yeas and nays thereon; which the 
house refused to order. Mr. Sherrod Willian: 
asked for another count: which was granted, anc 
the yeas and nays were ordered. Mr. Potts move 
an adjournment. Negatived. Mr. Petrikin ce- 
manded the previous question. 

Many gentlemen desired to know what would be 
the inain question, if ordered. 

The Chair explained that all the amendments !* 
ported by the committee of the whole, excepting 
one, had been adopted by the house. To that on 
several amendinents had been made, and one © 
these was yet pending. But, as that amendmet! 
of the committee had not been adopted, it, with 
allthe amendments proposed thereto, would be cu! 
off, were the main question ordered. 

The call for the previous question was not se 
conded, 52 only voting for it, and the recusants 10! 
counted. 

The question recurred upon Mr. May’s ament- 
ment, and was decided as follows: Yeas 52, nays 15": 

Mr. Mason, of Ohio, proposed the follow!ns 
amendment to the amendment: 


“And be it further enacted, That the public fait 
shall not, by any thingin this act contained, nor 5Y 
the passage thereof, be considered as pledged. ¢!: 
ther directly or by implication, that congress W! 
or ought hereafter to renew the same, or pass or T° 
new any other act granting pre-emption rights '° 
settlers on the public lands who may, contrary to 
law, settle thereon from and after the passage of this 
a. 
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a ee ~~ = Ps nr ne 
Se ae Z > . . os . ° re a , ‘ , 
Mr. Harrison, ot Missouri, moved the previous | [During the discussien of the pre-emption bill, ed that on yesterday a motion had been made to re- 
. ron pe ‘ " e 3 es ates af as we a) ae : - 4 r 4 . 
nestion. Mr. Sherred Williams moved to lay the jon the inorning preceding the above alternoon’s | cominit the report with certain instructions, the 
on the table. Lost. On seconding the de- | actlon— 














bil . Pitt adoption of which would of course imply that the 
nand for the previous question, the division was as|. Mr. Goode moved the following amendment: -cointnittee had erred in their judgment. It was, 
I _ a = 


follows: Yeas 61, nays not counted. | Provided, That the right of pre-emption shall perhaps, his duty, certainly his right, to endeaver 
So there was no second. extend, under the provisions of this act, at $2 50° to show that the committee had not erred; and 
Mr. Mason’s amendinent was then rejected. | per acre, to all lands within the alternate sections with this view he had, on yesterday, referred to the 
The amendwent of the committee of the whole, | belonging to the United States, on the Miami and correspondence between Mr. Forsyth and gen. 
‘a amended, Was then adopted. ' | Wabash and Erie canals in the state of Ohio, which Hunt, and deduced from it what he thought a clear 
The question recurring on erdering the bill to be | have been settled on, occupied, and improved, for inference, that ho proposition was now pending 
engrossed and read a third tine, Mr. Boon moved |the purpose of cultivation, prior to the first day of before the executive branch of the rovernment for 
the provious question. Seconded, (by tellers,) December, 1835, and which are still in the posses-| the annexation of Texas to the U nited States. He 
Ayes 95, noes 43. And the bill was then ordered | sion and occupation of the original settlers, or his had read the letter of the secretary of state, declin- 
to a third reading, by the following vote: ‘or her heirs-at-law, not amounting to more than one tng even lo reserve the proposition for future conside- 
YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Andrews, quarter section, and being all in one tract.” ration, and the acknowledgement of gen. Hunt, 

: (In oifering the above ammendment Mr. G re-| that this was a prompt and decisive rejection. ‘the 


Atherton, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, Biddle, | 

Bi -dsall Borden, Bronson, Buchanan, J. Calhoon, marked that there were but few cases to which the ventleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Cushing, 

Cainbreleng Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, iright of pre-emption couid extend, within these al-)| who dissented from the report of the committee, 
dC i wt »° ; - >, 


Cheatham, Cleveland, Coles, Craig, Crary, Crock- Pishrnatiiesene wt Ke ae Ww nyt on | had said (as he, Mr. H., fonnd it in his printed 
ott, Cushing, Cushman, Darlington, Davee, Yinem- | _— “e s prior ; : eye wr 8 + i: or spares) that ae proposition ‘was pending now, 
roole, Duncan, Dunn, Edwards, Farrington, Fair- fey a Pte grea rnp ‘ an Ww pty ong it ene in force, anc ‘not, as the late report of the se- 
foid, Fillmore, Foster, Fry, Gallup, R. Garland, | O os provide th perhaps the cases might not ex- | cretary of state would seem to intimate, withdrawn 
Goode, Win. Graham, Grant, Gray, Haley, Ham- SN ten or twe vo | ss e from the cogizance of the government. This, 
mod, Haier, Harrison, Haynes, Henry, Herod, | . 0 question was taken upon this amendment, in | then, was the issue which the honse had to decide. 
Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, W. H. | Consequence of the preference of other werner He could not, for his own part, conceive how a re- 
Hunter, Ingham, T. B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, H. | in order, and, finally , of the previous question, eut- jected overture could be still pending. _ Texas was 
Johnson, J. Johnson, N. Jones, Keim, Kemble, | ting off all pending and prospective amendments. } /certainly not bound by it. If the president should 
Klingensinith, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, : friday, June 15. Mr. Snyder of Hlinois, ener change bis mind, and announce to the minister 
Lyon, Marvin, Martin, Maury, May, McKay, R. the reading of the jonrnal, asked leave of the house froin Texas that the proposition would be received 
McClellan, A- McClellan, McClure, McKennan, | to make an explanation in relation toanarticle that and discussed, and should find that, In the mean 
Miller, Moore, Morgan, 8. W. Morris, Naylor, Appeared in the Madisonian of aria ss oO time, Texas had entered into negotiations with 
Noble, Noyes, Owens, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, | “St a ae Mr. aoe sald: ie | England, or any other power, could that geverw: 
Paynter, Pennybacker, Petrikin, Phelps, Plumer, | ,. ie we er: 1 am constraines 4 oy Swe ment be justly charged with a breach of faith? 
Pope, Pratt, J. H. Prentiss, S. S. Prentiss, Rariden, tice to myself and to the people whom I represent, | Certainly not. The answer to such a charge would 
Reily, Ridzway, Rives. Rumsey, Shetfer, Shields, | to ty an editorial article in the per ym - | be, that When the United States promptly and de- 
Sheplor, Sibley, Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, Stone, breeiny ay—a paper printed in saphena. er ited | cisis ely rejected the overture for annexation, Texas 
Taylor, Thomes, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Vail, 29 Thomas Allen, printer to this house. le ar- | was left free to pursue whatever other course she 
Wagener, Webster, Weeks, A. Ss. White, J. White, ticle 1s headed ait he Illinois delegation—the sub- | chose; both parties were precisely in the same rela- 
T. T. Whittlesey, S. Williams, J. W. Williams, J. treasury.” Sir, T will not take up the time of this | tive position as they were before the proposition was 
L. Williams, C. H. Williains, Word, Worthing-_ house by reading it; all of its meinbers have donbt- made. The conduct of Texas herself proved this. 
fon fal. less seen it; and [ will not aifect to disguise the fact| A treaty had since been made, (as we are informed 
ve ay that this article is intended for me. There are but in the papers, by the meinber of this house from 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, H. Allen, J. W. Allen, | three representatives from the state of Iliinois, and’) Arkansas, upon authority which he considers un- 
Ayertng, Banks, Bond, Briggs, Ww. B. Calboun, J. I am the only one of that delegation, to my know- | qnestionable,) between the United States and Tex- 
Cainpbell, Chaunbers, Clowney, Connor, Corwin, ledze, who has given any intimation that he would) as, for the arrangement of the boundary line be- 
Dawson, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Elinore, Evans, support the sub-treasury bill. I would not now, in| tween them; and certainly the conclusion of a trea- 
Ei erett, _Ewing, Richard Fletcher, J. Grahain, | ¢pj¢ manner, notice this article, were it not that the! ty between two independent governments was at 
Graves, Grennell, Griffin, Hall, Harlan, Hastings, | editor of that paper is an officer of this house. In) variance with the attitude in which the gentleman 
Hawes, Hawkins, R. M, T. Hunter, J. W. Jones, these days of the licentiousness of the press, every | from Massachusetts (Mr. Cushing) desired to place 
Kennedy, Lincoln, J. M. Mason, Samson Mason, public man receives a full measure of abuse; and L them. There was, therefore, nothing before the 
Maxwell, Mercer, Milligan, Ogle, Parris, Patter- | would have taken my share in silence, emanating house in the shape of a proposition emanating from 
son, Pearce, Peck, Phillips, Pickens, Potts, Ran- | fro. almost any other source; but eminating and, Texas herself, upon which the house, or any com- 
dolph. Reed, Rencher, Rhett, Richardson, Robert- sanctioned, as it is, by the official character of the | mittee, could act. ; 
sun, Robinson, Russell, Sergeant, A. H. Shepperd, | editor, [ feel bound to take this notice of it, in or-| Neither was there any specific proposition 
C. Shepard, Slade, Stanly, Stratton, ‘Taliaterro, der that the antidote may go forth with the poison. | brought up by the memorial or resolutions of any 
hompson, Pillinghast, Poland, Kh. Whittlesey, L. | ft is true, the article makes no direct or specific Legislature of a state. Massachusetts, Ohio, Ten- 
Williams, Wise, Yorke—70. charge of corruption. It is worse; it intimates it | nessee, Alabaina, and Michigan, which he would 
Mr. Harlan moved that the house do adjourn, We:e it specific, I could the more readily defend | not analyze minutely, because it would occupy too 
(it was then half past 8 o’clock.) The division | ny character from the fon] charge. The author of; much time; but he would content himself with 
(by tellers) on this motion resulted as follows: | the article intimates that I have solicited executive | saying that they all expressed their views in anti- 
Ayes 72, noes 76 So the the house refused to ad- favors and executive smiles, and that promises andfa-| cipation of the question when it should regularly 
journ. The bill was then read a third time. vors have been returned. Sir, lam notanapplicant come up, rather than their intention to bring it up. 
Mr. Prentiss, of Mississippi, moved to commit! for office, neither have I ever received the smiles, If any one should controvert this, he would en- 
the bill to the committee of the whole, with instruc- | promises, or favors of the president. Justice to hiin | deavor to fortify himself by a particular examina- 
tions to strike out the amendment of Mr. Bell, (see | and to myself demands of ne that here, in iny place, | tion of these documents. As to the numerous pe- 
above,) and, in lieu thereof, to report the follow- | I shonld say that that, as well as the charge of cor- | titions of individuals remonstrating against the an- 
ing: ruption insinuated by the article, is false and mali-| nexation of Texas, he supposed that these persons 
“And be it further enacted, That it shall be the | cions. wonld be satisfied as long as Texas remained out 
duty of the president of the United States to cause | The manner in which the editor of the Madiso- | of the union, and, at all events, until she again ex- 
to be reserved from sale or entry, according to the | nian has violated his pledges made to a portion of | pressed a desire to come in. Many of the peti- 
provisions of this or any other law of the United | the democratic members of this house, before he! tions were signed by women. He always felt re- 
States, any tract or tracts of land reserved to any received their votes for its printer—namely, that | gret when petitions thus signed were presented to 
Choctaw under the provisions of the treaty of he would support the present adininistration, and | the house relating to political matters. He thought 
Dancing Rabbit Creek of 1830, and also to reserve the rules and usages of the democratic party—ren- | that these females could have a sufficient field for 
from sale or entry a sufficient quantity of the unoc- | der any other or further notice of hiim fer the pre- the exercise of their influence in the discharge of 
Cupied and unimproved lands acquired by said trea- | sent unnecessary. their duties to their fathers, their husbands, or their 
ty, to satisfy the claim ofsuch Indians as may have The report of the committee on foreign relations | children, cheering the domestic circle, and shed- 


been entitled to reservations under said treaty, aud | concerning the Texas question being resumed— ; ding over it the mild radiance of the social virtues, 
whose lands may have been sold-by the United| Mr. 4dams, by leave, made a motiontorecommit| instead of rushing into the fierce struggles of po- 


States on account of anv default, neglect or omis- | the report to the committee on foreign relations, 
sion of duty on the part of any officer of the United | with instructions to report the following resolutians: 
States; such reservations from sale to continue un- ‘Resolved, That the power of annexing the peo- | room for the practice of the most extensive benevo- 
til the claims to reservations under said treaty shall | ple of any independent foreign state to this nnion| lence and philanthropy, because he considered it 
be investivated by the board of commissioners ap- |is a power not delegated by the constitution of the | discreditable, not only to their own particular sec- 
pointed for that purpose, and their report finally | United States to their congress, or to any depart- | tion of the country, but also to the national cha- 
acted upon by congress. iment of their government, but reserved by the) racter, and thus giving him a right to express this 
Upon this mation Mr. Prentiss asked for the yeas | people. opinion. 
and nays. Mr. Duncan moved an adjournment, “That any attempt by act of congress or by trea-| But the gentleman from South Carolina (Mr, 
Lost: Ayes 65, noes 75. Mr. Cushman moved the | ty to annex the republic of Texas to this union, Thompson) has offered an amendment, which 
Previous question; which was seconded, and the | wonld be a usurpation of power, unlawful and void, | brings directly before the house the propriety of 
Main question was ordered to he put. viz. shall this | and which it would be the right and the duty of the; making an offer from the United States to Texas 
bill pass? On this question Mr. Boon demanded | free people of the union to resist and annul.”’ to receive that country into the union. He would 
e yeas and nays; which were ordered, and then Mr. Howard said that he concurred entirely in| thank the clerk to read it. 

Mr. Patterson tnoved that the house adjourn (9 | the report which the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.| [The clerk then read as follows: 

O'clock.) Lost. The question was then taken on /Dromgoole) had made on behalf of the committee ‘© To report a joint resolntion directing the presi- 
the passage of the bill, as arnended, which rezulted | on foreign affairs, which recommended that all the dent to take the proper steps for the annexation of 
as follows: Yeas 107, nays 52. So the bill was | papers relating to Texas shonld be laid upon the ta- | Texas to the United States as soon as it can be 
Sent to the senate for concurrence in the amend | ble; and it might appear inconsistent in him to ad-| done consistently with the treaty stipulations of 
ments made by the house; and, on motion of Mr. | dress the house upon a subject which that report, | this government.’’] 

Taylor, the house (at half past 9 o’clock) ad- eave receiving his approbation, considered as not; It would be observed that these steps were to 
journed, being before the house. But it would be remember-| be taken by the president, not immediately after 


litical life. He felt sorrow at this departure from 
their proper sphere, in which there was abundant 
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the pissaze of the joint resolution, but at some 
future time, the same as that indicated by the le- 


| It had been said that theUnited States were once 
| the possessors of the whole or a part of Texas, un- 


gislature of Alabama, who express a wish for the | der the cession of Louisiana. He believed that this 
annexation ‘as soon as it can be done without a/ was correct, although he was not prepared to define 
violation of our honor as a nation, or any principle | the litnit to which the claim extended. If this was 
of international law.” The passage of such are- so, we had once before purchased Texas, and sold 
solution would, he thon zht, postpone the advent of it to Spain in the Florida treaty. What we had 


the tiine which that gentleman wished to hasten. 
The gronad upon which the president had rejected 
the overture of Texas was, that its annexation 
would be equivalent to a declaration of war with 
Mexico. 
with Texas, and blockading her ports. She hada 
right to do this, and we could not coirplain so 
lonz as the laws of nations were observed. But 
suppose that Texas were 1e‘eived into the union, 
what would be the cond.tion of things? Those 
would becoine the ports ot the United States, and 
the territory of Texas become a part of the United 
States. Mexico would, therefore, be legally inva- 
ding the territory of the United States, by sea and 
Jaud, with every description of armed force, which 
was, ise fucto, war. The contingency conteimpla- 
ted by the ainendment of the gentleman froin S.C. 
was, the recognition of the independence of T« xag by 
Mexico, because, until that happened, ne annexa- 
tion could be made consistently with our treaty 
Stipulations with Mexico. Now, if Mexico thonght 
that the consequence of her recognition of Texas 
would be its incorporation into the United States, 
and thereby gratifying the wishes of ‘Texas, that 
Circuinstance alone would of itself induce Mexico 
to refuse to make such recognition. The contin- 
gency, therefore, upon which the action of this go- 
verninent was to take place, would be postponed 
by the very passage of this joint resolution, pro- 
ducing an effect exactly the reverse of what the 
gentleman from South Carolina wished. He 
thought that the recognition of the republic of 
Texas, a measure which that gentleman had advo- 
cated with great ardor aad eloquence at the last 
congress, had thrown an additional difficulty in the 
way of its final annexation. This opinion was 
freely expressed at the time, and he had seen no 
reason to change it. The elfect had been this: to 
vary the question of constitutional power froin that 
which was twice settled, in the purchases of Lou- 
isiana and Florida, and introduce a new one; thus 
depriving the friends of Texas of the benefit of 
two precedents, exactly in point, and throwing 
thein upon argument alone, insteac of argument 
and precedent united. If Texas had not been re- 
coznized as an independent power, and been con- 
sidered, even nominally, as a part of Mexico, and 
a treaty had been made between the United States 
and Mexico. by which the latter had ceded Texas 
to the foriner, (the consent of the people of Texas 
being first obtained,) the case would have been 

aralle! with the treaties with France and Spain, 

y which we acquired Louisiana and Florida. [n- 
stead of this, the question now was whether we 
could absorb an entire nation by a treaty with that 
nation. As for himself, Mr. H. said, he could per- 
ceive no diiference between the cases; but others, 
among whom was the honorable gentleman froin 
Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams,) argued that great 
diiference existed. Great doubt was ex»ressed by 
many of our inost distinguished statesmen, whether 
the tederal government had the constitutional power 
to acquire Lonisiana under the treaty with France; 
and sane of them had even adiwitted that it was a 
case beyond the constitution, whilst they were 
still anxions that the United States should be 
rounded o.f in that direction. But when the case 
of Florida oceurred, the difficulty was lessened; 
and the third instance would have been more easily 
acconplished than the second. Of this advantage 


the friends of Texas were now deprived, and had | 


to meet a new question, instead of following ina 
track already trodden. He could not hiinself feel 
the force of the diiference alleged to exist. The 
question turned upon the compet ney of the fede- 
ral government to receive, under the constitution, 
a portion of territory not belonging to the old thir- 
teen United States; and he could not perceive that 
the nature of the government which made the 
grant, whether republic or inorarchy, the position, 
whether on this or the other side of the Atlantic, or 
the amount of land granted, whether a portion or 
the whole of the possessions of the granting pow- 


er, at all affected the question of the power to re- | 


ceive, which could be solved only by a reference 
to the constitntion of the United States. If we 
had power under that instrument to accept Louisi- 
ana and Florida from the emperor of France and 
king of Spain, we must have pover to accept 
‘Texas from the people who owned it. The qnes- 
tion was solely as to the power of the grantee to 
roceive, and he could not see how the two ques- 
tions of the person granting and amount granted 
could influence its decision. 


And so it would. Mexico was at war 


Once constitutionally bought and sold, could we not 
buy again? If the former purchase was invalid, we 
/must in order to be consistent, relinquish Louisiana 
_to France, and Florida to Spain, and restrict our- 
selves to the boundaries of the thirteen original 
'states; but no one would advocate this. On the 


contrary, Louisiana would remain represented upon |! 


this floor, and he hoped Florida would soon be by 
her side. 

In order to illustrate his opinion that the adoption 
of the rezolution before the house would be an an- 
ticipation of the subject, and therefore premature, 
he would refer briefly to the only three modes in 
which the president could execute the duty which 
it was proposed to require of him. 

Texas could only be annexed to the United States 
in one of these ways: 

1. By the exercise of the treaty-making power. 

2. By an exercise of the legislative power of the 
federal government. 

3. By an amendment of the constitution of the 
United States. 

_ It could scarcely be deemed proper for the house 
of representatives to direct the president to make a 
treaty upon any subject with any power. We 
might as well request the senate to ratify or not to 
iratily a treaty, when submitted to that body by the 
president for their constitutional action, and such a 
| neasure, on the part of this house, would strike 
every mind at once as a departure from every re- 
striction which the constitution has placed upon us. 
It would destroy that beautiful harmony establish- 
ed by our ancesters, and introduce in iis stead a 
scene of irregular and ruinous exercise, in disorder 
and confusion of those powers whose separation, 
and perhaps contradiction, like the centripetal and 
‘centrifugal forces of the universe, preserve order 
land beauty in the system. Should atreaty be nade 
_by the president and senate, and this house be ap- 
_pealed to for appropriations, or other laws to carry 
it out, it inust gravely weigh all the responsibilities 
of its situation before refusing so to do. He ad- 
|mitted that a power of refusal existed; but it was 
to be exercised only in the last resort: it was the 
|extreme medicine of the constitution. It was only 
when the safety of the nation was imminently en- 
/dangered that the maxitin wonld apply, and salus 
populi become suprema lex. But it was not neces- 
sary or proper to anticipate such a state of things. 
If it should occur, the house could then determine 
its course, without now, in advance, pledging itself 
to any conrse of measures, 
| Butin either of the other two modes of execut- 
‘ing the duty, which the instructions required at the 
ihands of the president, whether by an act of con 
gress, or an amendinent of the constitution, the 
| house of representatives would be called upon, ne- 
_cessarily, to perform its appropriate functions.— 
| Then, better than now, an expression of their wish- 
es could be made. At present, there were disturb- 
ing and powerlul causes at work, which he need 
‘not mention to the gentleman from South Carolina, 
the effect of which would be to decide this ques- 
tion upon motives, feelings, and interests, far dif- 
‘ferent from those statesinanlike views which alone 
should govern the decision of this deeply important 
| maiter. The whole nation was in a state of agita- 
tion, working like a troubled sea. Whether this 
‘commotion would subside or not, and restore to the 
‘country that tranquillity which was indispensable 
‘for the happy and permanent adjustment of impor- 
‘tant measures, his power of vision did not enable 
‘him to foresee. But he could discern plainly that 
|the welfare of the entire people of the United 
‘States, unconnected with sectional feeling. would 
be the very last amongst the motives which would 
influence the house, if the vote were now taken 
/upon the Texas question. 
| Upon the propriety of the annexation he would 
‘not enter. He had carefully avoided bringing that 
‘subject before the house, as he thought its discus- 
sion premature. The few remarks with which he 
had troubled the house, upon a different point, 
would not have been made at all ifhe he had not 
felt bound to sustain the report of the committee. 
He had been drawn into some observations, colla- 











a og . ited. : i: i 
Mr. Cushing asked the yeas nays which ,,_ 
ordered. He then asked the mover to withg 7 
his motion, to enable bim to interpose a singe —— 
of personal explanation. He would renew the ord 

tion in the behalf of the mover. a 

Mr. Petriken, with this understanding, consenteg 

Mr. Cushing then begged leave to disayoy .,..’ 
intention to cast any thing like censure Upon tl 
course of the rest of the committee, in oftey;), hi 
own proposition. This had been iinputed ay Na 
by the gentleman from Maryland, who was chain. 
man of the committee on foreign affairs, (\y, 
Howard,) and he took this opportunity to disayoy. 
it. He intended to express dissent, not censure ' 

As ke had promised, he renewed the Motion of 
Mr. Petriken, declaring, however, his intention to 
vote against it. 

Mr. Petriken then said he would withdraw hj, 
motion. 

The Chair said that it was the motion of the gen, 
tleman froin Massachusetts. 

Mr. Cushing withdrew it. 

Mr. Adums had a word to say. Ona former day 
he had asked a question of the member of the cory. 
mittee on foreign afiairs who reported this resoly. 
tion, as to the length of time and the degree of at. 
tention bestowed by that committee upon the exp. 
ject-matter of the large number of resolutions of 
state legislatures, and of petitions of the people 
referred thereto. This question had been met with 
a denial of the right of a member of that house to 
ask it. At the time he (Mr A.) had said tiat the 
country, as well as himself, would draw its ow) 
conclusions from this reply. His present purpose 
was to ask the chairman of that comunittee if he and 
the rest of that committee held the doctrine that , 
member of that honse, in the discharge of his pub. 
lis duties, had no right to make inquiries of a com. 
mittee as to the mode in which they had discharged 
their duties? Does the chairman take that ground? 

Mr. Dromgoole here rose, and wished to ask a 
question of the Chair. Had a member of this house 
a right, under the rules, to propound such inquiries 
toa committee thereof? Mr. Shields here asked 
if the hour for going to the orders of the day had 
not arrived?) Mr. Adams renewed his inquiries of 
the chairman and the other members of the con. 
mittee on foreign affairs. Mr. Howard rose to re. 
ply. The Chair announced the orders of the day, 

Mr. Howard would prefer to reply at that time, 
There being no objection, he proceeded to say that, 
in making the report they had, the committee had 
acted under a sense of their duty to the house; and 
it was for the latter, as a body, to decide whether 
or not they had acted regularly in so doing. In re. 
ply to the gentleman from Massachusetts, he would 
say that he did gothe whole length of the ground 
taken by his colleague of the committee, (Mr. 
Dromgoole,) who had brought in the report under 
consideration. He thonght it disrespectiul toa 
committee of that house for a nember to catechise 
its members as to the precise time spent in the cis- 
charge of its duties, and the mode in which those 
duties were discharged. He stood by the gentle- 
man from Virginia (Mr. Dromgoole) on this point. 

Mr. Adams rose amidst much confusion, occa- 
sioned by calls for the orders of the day, and other 
cries, from various parts of the hall, and said that 
the gentleman from Marylard (Mr. Howard) bed 
not chosen to meet the issue tendered him. He 
was interrupted by the Chair, who again announced 
the orders of the day. 

Mr. Hopkins hoped the house would consent to 
take up the motion made by himself on a former 
day, to reconsider the vote whereby one branch ol 
the memorial of Francis P. Blair had been referred 
to a select committee. 

Objection was made, and the Chair once more 
announced the orders of the day. 

Mr. R. Garlend rose to enter a motion to recon: 
sider the vote whereby the pre-emption bill was 
vesterday passed with certain amendments. Mr. 
Yell moved to lay the motion on the table. Mr. 2. 
Garland asked if such a motion was then in order?’ 
The Chair responded, certainly not, unless by 4 
suspension of the rules. Mr. Yell moved to sus: 
pend the rules for the purpose of taking up and 
considering the motionof Mr. Garland. Mr. Adams 
desired to know what were the motives of the gen- 
tlemen from Lonisiana (Mr. Garland) in making 
this motion? The Chair said that the inquiry “3 
not then in order. Mr. Adams observed that the 





reply would influence the vote upon the motion. 


terally, becanse two amendments had been offered, | The motion to suspend the rules was rejected. 


changing the question, after he had taken the floor. | 

Mr. Petriken said that he considered that this ' 
question had occupied the time of the house already | 
too long, to the embarrassment of important public | 
business. There had been a speech on each side, | 


In taking up this business, as the regular order 
of the day, the Speaker hoped he should be ex: 
cused by the honse for suggesting that an adherence 
to the regular order of business on the calendar re: 
sulted uniformly in the greater despatch thereof. 


and he would now move to lay the whole subjecton Mr. Cumbreleng rose and said that it was now thre? 


| the table. 





} months since the calendar of private by .iness sd 
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nacted on with regularity. He hoped the course 
pr we by the speaker would be adopted. Mr. 
cias” 


Harlan protested against the habit of the gentleman 
{ron New York, in dictating, day after day, the 
course of proceeding to the house. 

The private calendar was then taken up, and a 
number of private bills disposed of. But before 
much progress had been made in the calendar, the 
usual hour for taking a recess arrived. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The house met at half past three o’clock, but 
very fewmembers appeared in their seats. 

A call of the house was moved; the house was 
called, and 121 members answered to their names; 
when further proceedings in the call were dispensed 

‘ith. 

Mr. Mercer obtained leave to move the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the use of the hall of the house of 
representatives, between the hours of eight and ten 
o’clock A. M. on Thursday next, be allowed to 
doctor Sherwood and doctor Dwight, for the pur- 

ose of explaining the discovery which the former 
conceives that he has made of the laws which re- 
gulate the variation of the maznetic needle, and of 
the means of thence deducing at any time, by a 
simple and infallible process, the latitude and longi- 
tude of any point on the globe. 

Mr. Petrikin moved to amend the resolution by 
appropriating half the time to an exhibition of Dr. 
Reilly’s sulphur vapor-bath. [A langh.] 

Mr. Stanly moved a proviso that the mover of the 
amendment, (Mr. P.) or some other member, 
should sub.nit to the operation. [Convulsions of 
langhter.] Mr. Petrikin was required to reduce 
his anendment to writing. The clerk endeavored 
repeatedly to read it, but failed to get through. 
(The merriment increased.] Mr. Dromgeole mo- 
ved to postpone the consideration of the resolution 
until the house should recover its gravity. 

This motion was negatived, as was the amend- 
ment without a count. 

The resolution was then agreed to. 

Two other resolution to the establishment of post- 
routes were offered, after which, the house resum- 
ed the consideration of private bills, and went into 
the unfinished business, which wags the case of ma- 
jor Thoinas Harrison,* (being a bill allowing him 
arrears of increase of pension froin the time the 
disability incurred, up to the time of the increase 
of his pension, about two years ago. ) 

Mr. Sherrod Williams concluded his speech in 
opposition to the bill. It was debated for a con- 
siderable time, Messrs. Taylor, Lincoln, Howard, 
and Mercer being in favor of its passage, and Messrs. 
Williams, Allen, of Vermont, Cushman, and Evans 
against it. 

The debate was ended by Mr. Cushing, who de- 
manded the previous question. It was seconded, 
and carried; and the main question being on order- 
ing the bill to its engrossment for a third reading, it 
was decided by yeas and nays, as follows: Yeas 56, 
noes 97. 

Mr. Howard moved an adjournment; but it was 
lost: Ayes 49, noes 72, 

The next was a bill from the senate for the relief 
of Ann S. Heileman. 

Mr. Underwood opposed, and Mr. Grennell de- 
fended the bill, and called for the reading of the re- 
port in the case; which was read. 

The bill was read a third time, and the question 
being on its passage, it was opposed by Mr. Cam- 
breleng and Mr. Taylor, and advocated by Mr. Ma- 
son, ot Virginia, and Mr. Thompson, of South Caro- 
lina; when Mr. McKennan demanded the previous 
question; which was seconded and carried. 

_ The bill was then passed by yeas and nays, as 
follows: Yeas 199, nays 33. 

The house adjourned. 

Saturday, June 16. Mr. Petrikin obtained leave 
to offer aresolution for a post route. Mr. Ingham 


answered; and he would therefore not insist, at 
this time, upon his request. His reason for mnak- 


had not been before the committee for their con- 
sideration, and he wished the grounds taken in 
those resolutions should be recalled to the notice 
and receive the attention of the house before this | 
debate proceeded. Mr. Adams addressed the house | 


during which several explanations were made by 





made an etfort to get Thursday next appointed for 
the consideration of bills reported by the commit- 
inittee on naval aifairs; but, before any decision on 
giving leave Mr. Briggs claimed the floor for his 
colleague, Mr. Adams, on the unfinished business 
of yesterday morning. 

After some explanations on this subject, Mr. 
Adams was about to address the house. 


—__ 


*This bill bad been reported by the committee of 
the whole with the enacting clause stricken vut. 
The case of major H. was a most interesting one; 
during the discussion an appeal from the claimant, 
stating the grounds upon which he based his claims, 
Was read, on motion of Mr. Aycrigg, of New Jer- 
sey. It recapitulated many most interesting inci- 
dents in the battle of Chipewa, in which he was 
engaged, and in which he received several severe 
‘wounds, and received the rank of brevet-major in 
Consequence. 





Mr. Tillinghast asked the gentleman from Mas- 
sachuse.ts, (Mr. Adams,) who was entitled to the 
floor, to give way so far asto enable hiin to request 
the reading of the resolutions of the legislature of) 
Rhode Island 9n the subject of the annexation of | 
Texas, introduced by him (Mr. T.) on the 29th of | 
December last. Mr. 4dams said that he proposed | 
himself. in his remarks, to take notice of those re- | 
solutions, which would probably answer the pur- | 
pose of the gentleman from Rhode Island. Mr. | 
Tillinghast then said that, in that case, as they | 
would probably then be read, bis purpose would be 


ing it was, that he understood those resolutions 





in support of the amendment moved by hiin to the 
instructions proposed by Mr. Thompson, of South | 
Carolina, to be given to the committee on foreign 


affairs, on the subject of the resolutions and memo- | 


rials respecting the annexation of Vexas to the 
union. Mr. A. continued to speak with great ear- 
nestness till the expiration of the morning hour; 


Mr. Howard, Mr. Legare, and Mr. Dromgoole. [A 
full report of all the speeches will be given here- 
after.] 

The house was then about to pass to the con-| 
sideraticn of private bills; when Mr. Whittlesey | 
inoved to reconsider the vote yesterday taken on 
the bill for the relief of major Harrison, as he wish- 
ed further time to consider the facts in that case. 
Mr. Cushman moved to lay this notion on the tabie; 
but consented to withdraw that motion, and the 
motion was postponed till Friday next. . 

Mr. Shields and Mr. C. H. Williams made an ef- 
fort to get a day appointed for the consideration of 
the bill to enable the state of Tennessee to issue 
grants and perfect titles to certain lands within her | 
limits. | 

The yeas and nays ware taken on suspending the | 
rules for this purpose, and stond-—Yeas 67, nays | 
56; (not two-thirds.) So the rules were not sus- | 
pended. | 

Mr. Cushman then moved that the house go Into | 
committee of the whole, on the two following bills: 

«An act to provide for the better security of the 
lives of passengers on board of vessels propelled in 
whole or in part by steam.”’ 

«An act authorizing the appointment of persons 
to test the usefulness of inventions to improve and 
render safe the boilers of steam engines against 
explosions.”’ 

Mr. Biddle said that the subject was one of such 
deep and pressing importance, that he must ask for 
the yeas and nays on the suspension of the rules. 
It was a matter that fonched human life. Without 
extravagance it might be asserted that a frightful 











| necessity of providing yawls. 


were sufficient to contain only a part of the laige 
number of passengers who usually crowded the 
steamboats in the west. in case of danger there 
would be an instant rush to get into them, the 
weak and helpless would be rushed aside, the 
bold and strony would rush headlong to the boats, 
the authority of the commander in managing them 
would be disregarded, and the prob ble conse- 
quence would be that the boats would be swamped, 
and more lives lost than if they had not been pro- 
vided. The amendment of the coinmittee was 
agreed to. 

_Mr. Tillinghast moved to amend the bill by ad- 
ding “or on tide waters.” He made some remarks 
In support of this amendment; stated a case of 
great danger in which he had been personally 
present, in which the presence of such yawls or 
long boats would have been very important, and 
adverted to the large number of lives which had 
been lost by the destruction of steamboats, a nume 
ber greater than often perished ina war. Mr. Fille 
more noved to amend the atnendment of Mr. Til- 
linghast, by adding the words “or on the lakes.” 
Mr. Tillinghast accented this as a modification of 
his amendinent. Mr. Randolph called for the 
reading of a memorial from the owners of steam. 
boats on the Raritan, stating various objections to 
some of the details of the bill, and especially to 
the provision respecting yawls. Mr. Biddle sug- 
xested that the bill had been greatly modified in the 
senate since that memorial was prepared, and many 
of the matters to which it related were not now in 
the bill. The bill was, of necessity, a compro- 
intse, in which various views from all parts of the 
union had been regarded, and it bad been purposely 
rendered as general as possible, avoiding minute 
details. He hoped too many minute amendments 
would not be made, as this would jeopard the sue- 
cess of the bill in the senate. Mr. Tillinghast 
inodified his amendment so as to except ferry- boats. 
and steamboats of tess than sixty tons from the 
Mr. Hoffman op- 
posed the amendment. Such a provision was not 
necessary or desirable on the Hudson. Mr. Legare 
suggested a constitutional objection to it; the gene~ 
ral government having no right to exact the pro- 
posed penalty within the states. Mr. Tillinghast 
sail that the constitutional objection, if there was 


(one, applied equally to the clause compelling 
| steam-vessels navigating the ocean to supply them- 
selves with these boats. He did not conenr as to 
the danger of employing them, but thought they 
would, at any rate, give an additional chance of 
-escape, and wished the experiment to be tried. 


The question onthe amendinent was divided. The 
requirement of boats for vessels navigating the 
lakes was agreed to. That for vessels on tide wa- 
ters was rejected. 

Mr. Jones, of New York, offered an amendment 
requiring that the person einployed as an inspector 
of steam-boilers must not be personally interested 
in their. nanufacture, and must be put on Oath in 


respousibility hung over every hour ofdelay. The | the discharge of his duty. This amendment was 


senate had passed these bills five months ago. Mr. 
B. was not a inember of the committee to which 
this subject had been referred, but his position com- 
pelled him painfully to feel that the chance for se- 
curing attention to it was rapidly passing away. 
The yeas and nays were ordered, and resulted as 


follows: Yeas 121, nays57. Sothe rnles were sus- | 


pended; and the house went into committee of the 
whole on the state of the union, (Mr. Mercer in 
the chair,) and took up the bill ‘‘authorizing the 
appointment of persons to test the usefulness of 


inventions to improve and render safe the boilers of | 


steam engines against explosions.” 

The bill was slightly amended, and then laid 
aside to be reported. 

The committee then took up the bill “to provide 
for the better security of the lives of passengers on 
board of vessels propelled in whole or in part by 
steam;” together with an amendment reported by 
the committee on commerce, going to except from 
that provision of the bill which requires every 
steamboat to be furnished with certain long boats 
and yawls the boats navigating the Mississippi 
river. 





In support of this amendment Mr. Thomas read 


/amemorial signed by a large number of the mas- | 


‘ters of steamboats on the western waters, stating 
| various reasons why it would be inconvenient, 
| dangerous, and nearly impracticable for the boats 
‘on the Mississippi to carry these vawls triced up 
(on their quarters. The boat could much sooner 
be run ashore than these yawls could be lowered 
and filled with passengers, &c. 

Mr. Fillmore suggested that the boats on the 
lakes stood as much in need of these yawls as 
those which went to sea. 





Mr. Biddle briefly advocated the amendments of | 
the committee, suggesting that, as these yawls certain number of buckets to be kept constantly 


seeeee to. 


Mr. Fillmore moved an amendment requiring 
‘every boat to be furnished. with a certain number 
of ltve-preservers. The amendment was opposed 
iby Messrs. Biddle. Hamer, and Thomas, and sub- 
he guently withdrawn. 

Mr. Howard noticed an iwnprovement on board 
ithe steam-frigate Fulton, in which there was a 
‘double safety-valve, one of them being locked up 
from all access, and so contrived as of itself to 
}let off the steain, although the captain inight be 
disposed improperly to retain it. 
| Mr. Evans thought that the bill did not sufficient- 
ly provide for competent skill and knowledge on 
the part of the engineer of the boat, and suggested 
an amendment appointing a board before whom 
they must pass an examination. Mr. Corwin re- 
monstrated against a multiplication of amendments, 
The subject required much practical knowledge, 





| best to avoid unnecessary detail. 

| Mr. Sergeant thought the bill went as far as was 
| practicable or prudent to go. The principle of the 
| bill was not to guard against all the dangers of hu- 
/man life, but only against those which were pecu- 


liarly incidenf to the use of steam, and these con- 





jed a very extensive field for legislation. 


amendment, when it was rejected. 


‘heard, and which shared the same fate. 


| which the house did not possess, and he thought it 


sisted in explosions and conflagrations. The use 
of life-preservers might be desiiable, and so might 
various other means of safety, but they applied as 
well to all other vessels as to steamboats, and open- 
After 
‘some further remarks in objection to the amend- 
|ment of Mr. Evans, the question was put on that 


Mr. Aycrigg moved an amendment. not distinetly 


Mr. Randolph moved and amenment requiring a 
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filled with water, ready for use; but, before any Me. Underwood adverted to the requisition upon 
question was taken, the hour of recess arrived. | the boats which the bill provides to carry a suction- 
‘hose and a fire-engine; and he proposed to strike 
‘out the ninth section of the bill, which contains 

At half past two the speaker took the chair, and that requisition. Mr. Thomas was of opinion that 
the house ayain resolved itself into committee of | this section ought to be stricken from the bill. Mr. 
the whole (Mr. Davee in the chair,) on the steam- | Biddle concurred in this view; and the amendment 
boat bill prevailed without a division. Mr. Randolph mov- 

Mr. Randolph wished to make the bill as perfect | ed an amendment, striking out the minimum of the 
as possible before it should be reported. He») pnnishment imposed, so as to leave it more discre- 
moved an amendment, the effect of which was to) tionary with the court to graduate the punishment 
restrict the obligation to keep a fire engine on board | to comparative venial offences; and the amendinent 

| 


EVENING SESSION, 


the boats, to boats propelled by high-pressure en- | prevailed. 
gines. This was intended to create a local dis- Some other verbal amendments were offered, 
tinction between the boats on the western waters, | adopted or rejected, on motion of different members. 
and those plying between the neighboring cities. | Mr. Childs, of New York, offered an amend- 
He did this in accordance with the statements con-| ment, which was adopted; and Mr. Dunn and Mr. 
tained in certain memorials upon the subject which | Underwood each oflered amendments, which were 
had been sent to the house from New Jersey, &c. | rejected. Mr. Gray moved an amendment to the 
Exceptions to the amendment were taken by | eighth section, soas to name the lakes to which 
Messrs. Fillmore, Marvin, and Robinson, and it was | that proviso is to apply. ‘he amendment prevail- 
rejected. ed. Mr. Hamer moved that the committee rise, 
Mr. Robertson moved the following amendment: land report the bill to the house; which motion pre- 
‘Provided, That nothing in this act contained | vailed; and the billand amendments being reported, 
shall be held to apply to steamboats employed in | Mr. Evans moved that the bill and amendinents, 
plying between a port or place in any state to ano- | offered and to be offered, be printed; which motion 
ther port or place in the same state, and not en-| prevailed. 
gaged in commerce with any foreign nation, or| The house then ordered to a third reading the 
among the several states, or to any person owning | bill from the committee of the whole, to appoint a 
or navigating such steamboat, or employed on board 
the same.”? vent the explosions of steamboat boilers. The bill 
Mr. R. had no great confidence in the power of! was read a third time and passed. 
legislation to reach this case. But be was willing| The senate bills were then taken from the speak- 
that all that could be, should be done by congress, | er’s table, read twice, and referred. 
within the limits of their constitutional authority.;| Several private bills, on their third reading, were 
He oifered this amendment to protect the righis of then read and passed. 
the states against the interference of the federal go-| = Mr, Mitchell moved that the honse do now ad- 
verninent. _journ; which motion (at a quarter past 6 o’clock) 
Mr. Underwood made some remarks in opposi- prevailed. So the house adjourned. 
tion to this view of the question, and was replied 


| 


| 
| 
| 





board to test the practicability of inventions to pre-_ 


Monday, June 18. On motion of Mr. McKay, | 





peeminmmicipenceeoae —<— 
marks of a member of that house. He thouchs 
that the supplies for printing public speeches, 
one side came inthe satne way as the othe 
voluntary contributions of members of congrec’. 
nor was he willing to indulge in vituperation o, 
charges of corruption in this cornexion. He wa. 
of opinion that the investigation asked for ought 4, 
be gone into, although he was entirely inditler: 
as to what committee it Should be done by. 


Mr. Carter thought that there had now occurred 
a singular change in the doctrines of the party, now 
asking for select committees to investigate charoes 
against public officers, who, a few months ago, took 
the ground that such charges were to be properly 
nade by the sianding committees. Had they lool. 
edinto the way in which the committees on ey. 
|penditures were constituted, and that they conlq 
not, and would not be made to give such a report as 
was desired? Mr. C. was of opinion that My. 
Thomas had not stated the true mode in which par. 
tisan speeches were circulated; and alluded to the 
uncontradicted allegation, that a tariff for this and 
similar uses was levied on public officers. If this 
were so, he thought the salaries of these officers 
i should be, by somuch, reduced. He knew the fact 
that Globes and Extra-Globes had been franked by 
public officers, and sent gratuitously to non-sub. 
scribers; and he stated that a portion of the clerks 
'in departments were employed, a great deal of their 





r—-by 
’ 


10 


nt 





time, in directing such documents. Those clerks, 
_he said, were constantly requiring an_ increase of 
salaries, which was made necessary by reason of 
deductions made therefrom for party purposes. He 


{ 
| was for the appointment of such a committee as 


would probe all these things to the bottom, and re- 
} . r , > ba y am 
|port thereon. ‘Thus would the guilty be punished, 
/and those unjustly aspersed be relieved from sus- 


| picion, and justified. 


Mr. Bond, in reply to what had fallen from Mr. 


mm ; . ' | Thomas, went in variety of state s with re- 
to briefly by Mr. Robertson. The latter denied the motion of Mr. Hopkins to reconsider the vote as, went Into a variety of statements with 1 


the right of congress to regulate commerce in the | whereby the latter part of the petition of Francis. 
different states of the union. 'P. Blair, offered on a former day, was referred to a 
Mr. Sergeant proposee an amendment to the |sclect committee, was taken up for consideration. 
amendment oliered by Mr. Robertson, so as toren-| No quoram voting on this motion, 
der the law applicable to such steainbeats as are | 
under the jurisdiction of the laws of the United | poned until after the call for petitions, Mr. Thomas 
States. |considered that the day conld not be better spent 
Mr. Pope begged gentlemen to forget for a mo-|than in considering this question. Mr. McKay 
meut that they were lawyers, and not file special stated the prayer of that part of the petition under 
demurrers, and pleas, and bills of exception, but} consideration, from which it would seem that the 


pass this very important and useful bill, pretty | petitioner had done printing for the post office de- | 


much as it was reported. He showed that this | partment to the amount of $1.500, which was paid 
process of holding boats to the jurisdiction of the him, Afterwards, Mr. Kendall, coming into the 
ditferent states in which they navigate was likely department, assumed to deduct that sum from the 
to be full of embarrassment and difficulty, espe- | amount then due tothe petitioner, upon the ground 
cially with regard to boats that ply through the that it had been illegally paid by his (Mr, K.’s) 
waters of several states. He hoped the bill would | predecessor in office. The petitioner now prays 


be passed in the form in whichit had been reported. | for the restitution of the suin thus withheld, and that | 


Mr. Biddle and Mr. Hamer opposed the amena- | the mannerin which he done the public printing 
ment to the amendment very brielty. Mr. Toucey way be inquired into. 
urged that there were three kinds of commerce, | 
with regard to which congress had a right to legis- | tlon,which had been ordered to be referred to a select 


late: Ist. Commerce with foreign nations. 2d.|committee, ought to be referred to the post office | 
Commerce between the states. And,3d. commerce | committee, as well as the former part of it, praving | 


with the Indian tribes. There then was 4th. com- | for an investigation into another and entirely differ-_ 

merce within the states, with which congress had | ent matter. 

no rizht to interfere by legislation. He wonld be | Mr. Briggs followed in support of the same posi- | 

in favor of an amendment to this effect; and offered ‘tion. He animadverted upon the habitual negli- 

such a one. igence of the various committees on occounts as to, 
Mr. Tillinghast said that congress had long exer- | the expenditures of the different departments, and 

cised a control over coasting navigation. Mr. Ro- | 


‘expressed the opinion, that when such cases were | 
binson stated that all vessels over 20 tons were sub-| brought to the notice of this house, they onght to 


Mr. Whittlesey hoped the subject would be post- | 


Mr. Hopkins contended that this part of the peti-. 


gard to alleged abuses in the different departments, 
and reeapitulated some of his former statements 
upon these subjects. Mr. Cushman moved the pre- 
vious question, but withdrew it at the request of 
Mr. McKay, (promising to renew it,) who moved 
to refer to a select committee, modified by accept- 
ing the proposition of Mr. Garland, of Virginia, so 
as to extend the inqniry to the mannerin which the 
public printing had been executed by the present 
printer to the house. 

On motion of Mr. Mercer, the following para- 
graphs from the mannal of Mr. Jefferson were read: 
_ “If on motionand question it be decided that the 
bill shall be committed, it may then be moved to be 
referred to a committee of the whole house, or to a 
special committee. If the latter, the speaker pro- 
ceeds to name the committee. Any member also 
may name a single person, and the clerk is to write 
him down asof the committee. But the house have 
a controlling power over the names and number, if 
a qnestion be moved against any one, and may, it 
any case, put in and put out whom they please. 

‘Those who take exceptions to some particulars 
in the bill are to be of the committee. But none 
who speak directly against the body of the bill. 


For he that would totally destroy, will not amend 


it. Hakeuw. 146. Town. col. 208. D’ Ewes, 634. 
col. 2. Scob. 47. or, as it is said, 5 Grey, 145, the 
child is not to be put toa nurse that cares not for it. 


6 Grey, 373. Itis therefore a constant rule ‘that 


no manis to be einployed in any matter who has ¢de- 
clared himself against it.?. And when any member 


| 
ject to the control and legislation of congress, and | be attended to and investigated. | who is against the bill hears himself named ot ifs 
sailed under a license imposed by a law of the! Mr. Cushman moved the previous question, but committee, he onght to ask to be exensd. Thus, 


United States. Mr. Menefee cited the SpPBion OF) witbcrew it atthe reqnest of Mr. Crockelt, who | 
the supreme court in the celebrated case of Ogden | had a few words fo say, and who promised, at the 
vs. Gibbons, in support of those general views of | request of Mr. Cushinan, to renew the motion. 
the power of congress over navigation, as an inci. | Mr. C. made some remarks, a report of which will 
dent to commerce. Mr. Noyes suggested that a be given hereafter. The previons question was 


March 7, 1606, Mr. Hadley was on the question be- 
ing put, excused from being of a committee, de- 
claring himself to be against the matter itself.-- 
| Scob. 46.” 


} *, . J 
Mr. Thomas, after a few words of explana- 


single line, added to the first section of the bill, so then seconded by tellers. 78 to 57, and the main, tion inreply to Mr. Bond, renewed the motion for 


as to restrict the operation of the bill to such ves-| question was ordered to be put; and on the main 
sels as are reqniredto have license under the laws | question, 
of the United States, would answer all the purposes.| Mr. Williams, of North Carolina, asked for the 
And he had read at the clerk’s table an ainend-| yeas and nays, which were ordered; and, being | 
ment, which, when in order, he would move, to| taken, the vote was: Yeas 105, nays 93. 
that effect. So the honse decided to reconsider. | 
Mr. Menefee defended and sustained the applica- Mr. Hopkins moved to refer so much of the re- | 
bility of the opinion of judge Marshall, (above | mainder of the meinorial, which prefers a claim of 
ct-d,) to which he had before referred, to the ques- | $1,500, to the committee on the post office; and that 
tion under consideration. Mr. Sergeant here with- | relating to the petitioner’s manner of doing the 
drew his amendment to the amendment of Mr. Ro- | public printing, to the committee on public expen- 
bertson, in consequence of the mover’s accepting | ditures. ae? | 
the modification proposed by Mr. Toucey to the| Mr. Thomas said he was indifferent as to the com- | 
saine effect. Mr. Thomas would be more willing | mittee to which these subjects shonld be referred. | 
to support the amendment thus modified, rather’ He hada few remarks to make with regard to what | 


than as originally moved. But he thought the | had fallen from the gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. | 


' 
' 


whole amendment unnecessary and supererogatory. Crockett.) He had never read that gentleman’s | 
Mr. Robertson replied to such objections as had letter, which had given rise to his remarks. His) 
been taken to his amendment. The amendment | only object hal! been to have justice done to a citi- 
was rejecled without a count. 


the previous question. Seconded—95 to40. And 


the main question was ordered to be put. 
That part of the petition preferring a claim was 
then referred to the committee on the post office. 
The motion to refer that part thereof relating to 


‘the mode in which the publie printing had been 


done by the petitioner, to the committee on public 
expenditures, was rejected: ayes 89, noes 89. The 
chair voting in the negative. 

The motion next in order was that of Mr. McKay, 


| to refer this portion of the petition to a select com- 


mittee, with the instructions moved by Mr. Garland, 
of Virginia, to extend the proposed investigation to 
the manner in which the public printing had been 


| done by the present printer to the house. 


The yeas and nays having been ordered, 

Mr. R. Garland asked for a division of the ques- 
tion; and the question was first taken on the motion 
to commit toa select committee, and resulted a3 


zen who had been, as he thought, injured by the re-! follows: yeas 101, nays 100. 


—_—— 


—_ 


So th 
mittee. 
The ¢ 
suited a 
So th 
Mr. ¢ 
ting apé 
house DI 
surveys 
made, 
to enab! 
motion 
The | 
Petit 
attentic 


The 
ding to 
whole | 
certain 

The 
cording 
cated, 
inerely 
sessi0n 

Mr. 
ing tw 
to cari 

Mr. 
depart 
faciliti 
barrass 
to esta 
of the 
contin 
were I 
oppose 
aiforde 

Mr. 
luded 
ait alle 
tradie! 
partin 
The s 
wand, 
solven 
ed ses 
stated 
depart 
neede 
true, | 
neces: 
postin 

be usi 
not tr 
electi 
the er 
and n 
Th 
till ac 
ing te 
ed pr 
Th 
Tu 
Mr. ¢ 
protr 
are h 
also « 
have 
Th 
comy 
Fran 
Tho: 
TI 
com 
Tl 
were 
M 
ame) 

Tex 

tion 

finis 
M 
com 

The 

wen 

Nor 

M 
now 
Inoy 

VOU 
to t 
this 
alte 
the 
hes 
£0 

the 

7 
sub 
thre 









ara- 
ead! 
the 
» be 
toa 
pro- 
also 
‘yite 
ave 
r,t 
yn 


lars 
one 
bill. 
end 
254. 
the 
r it. 
that 


NILES’ NATIO 





NAL REGISTER—JUNE 23, 1888—-CONGRESS. 271 








—_——— ; ar Tat oe est 115 4 
— 





So the house decided to refer it to a select com- 
mittee. ‘ 3 

The question recurring on the instructions, re- 
suited as follows: yeas 195, nay 1. 

So the proposed instructions were agreed to. 

Mr. Grant asked leave to offer a resolution set- 
ting apart to-morrow for the consideration of the 
pouse bills making appropriations for improvements, 
surveys, &C. of certain harbors. Objections being 
made, Mr. Grant asked for a suspension of the rules 
to enable him to offer the resolution, and on this 
motion he asked forthe yeas and nays. Not ordered. 

‘The motion to suspend the rules was lost. 

Petitions were now presented, and oceupied the 
attention of the house until the hour of recess. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The house met at half past three o’clock, accor- 
ding to the order, and, went iuto committee of the 
whole for the consideraiion of the bill to establish 
certain post routes and discontinue others. 

The sections of the bill were read in order, ac- 
cording to the states in which the rontes were lo- 
cated, and various amendments were proposed, of 
merely local interest, occupying nearly the whole 
session 

Mi. Hopkins moved an amendment, appropriat- 
ing two hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars 
to carry into effect the provisions of the bill. 

Mr. H. alluded to the condition of the post office 
department, and said that owing to the extension of 
facilities to the country, and the extraordinary em- 
barrassments of the times, it would be impossible 
to establish new routes from the present resources | 
of the office; and it might even be necessary todis- | 
coutinue some of those already established, if aid | 
were not granted from the treasury. He should be | 
opposed to the passage of the bill unless means were | 
aiforded to carry it into effect. 

Mr. IWise objected to the appropriation, and al- | 
luded to the reports of the postinaster general, with | 
ai allegation that they were inconsistent and con- | 
tradictory. The first report, he said, stated the de- | 
partinent was in debt near half a million of dollars. 
The second report stated, that, as if by a magic 
wand, order had been bronght out of confusion, and 
solvency froin bankruptcy. The report at the call- 
ed session, or at the commencement of this one, | 
stated that the postmaster general could sustain his | 
department upon his own resoarces, and that be | 
needed no aid from the treasury. If all this was | 
true, how could it be that this anpropriation was | 
necessary. He was inclined to believe that the | 
postinaster general was hoarding his resources, to 
be used for electioneering purposes, and he would 
not trust this suin of money to him to be used for 
electioneering purposes; for the application of itto | 
the creation of new post routes was permissory, | 
aud not obligatory. 

The debate was briefly and incidentally continued 
till a quarter past eight o’clock, when, without eom- 
ing to any decision, the committee rose and repeort- 
ed progress; and 

The house adjourned. 

Tuesday, June 19. In addition to the recovery of 
Mr. Cranston, whose presence in the house, after a 
protracted illness, has been heretofore noticed, we 
are happy to have it in our power to announce that 
also of Messrs. Coffin and Curtis, both of whom 
have resumed their seats. 





| 
| 








address the committee when Mr. IV. Thompson| Wednesday, June 20. Mr. Adams resumed the 
asked him to yield the floor for a moment, to allow | floor, and continned the course of bis remarks in sup- 
him to offer a substitute for the bill. Mr. Cam- | port of his amendment to the resolution of the com- 
breleng assenting, mittee on foreign affairs, in relation to the annexa- 

Mr. Thompson offered the following: ition of Texas to the United States. 

Strike out all after the words «Be it enacted,” , [He had not concluded wh n the hour elapsed 
&c. and insert: «That all dues to the government | for morning business. <A full report will be given 
shall hereafter be collected in gold and silver coin,  hereafter.] 
treasury notes of the United States, and the notes The order of the day being announced, the house, 
of sound specie-paying banks. under such regula- 'on motion, took up the pre-emption bill, as return- 
tions and restrictions as may be prescribed by act | ed from the senate with some amendments, which 
of congress, or by the secretary of the treasury: | Were concurred in by the house. [The bill now 
Provided, That no bank notes shall be received as only wants the signature of the president to be- 
aforesaid, except such as the bank of deposite shall | coine a law.] 
agree to receive and credit as cash | On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the house went 

2. Be it further enacted, That the secretary of | into committee of the whole, and resumed the con- 
treasury be, and he is hereby, required to select, as sideration of the sub-treasury bill. 
special depositories of the public funds, and at such , Mr. Bronson gave notice of bis intention to offer, 
places as may be necessary, sound specie-paying | at the proper time, the following amendinent: 
banks, prefering, in all cases where such exist,| “ Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That from 
banks owned in whole or in part by the states in and after the passage of this act the operation of 
which the same are situa‘ed. | the following parts of acts or provisions of law, 

3. Be it further enacted. That the secretary be, | now in force, shall be, and the same is hereby, sus- 
and he is hereby, directed to covtract with the, pended for the space of two years, to wit: So 
banks selected as depositories aforesaid, for the | much of the act of June 23, 1836, entitled «* An 
safe-keeping, transfer. and disbursement of the | act to regulate the deposites of the public money,” 
public revenue, on such terms and forsuch compen. | as provides that the notes or bills of any bank 
sation as he may deem right and proper; stipulating | which has, since the fourth of July, 1836, issued 
in all cases, under such guaranties as he may think any note or bill of a less denomination than five 
necessary, that the public funds deposited with said | dollars, shall not be received in payment of any 
banks shall be in no case used in their business, | debt due to the United States. And so much of 
nor ortherwise used but in payment of drafts from the act entitled “An act making appropriations for 
the treasury. | the payment of revolutionary and other pensioners 

Mr. J. Garland said that before the gentleman | of the United States, for the year 1836,’ passed 
from New York proceeded, he would make a mo- | 14th April, 1886, as provides that no bank note of 
tion which should directly test the question on the | a less denomination than twenty dollars shall be 
bill. He meant to meet it front to front, without | offered in payment in any case whatsoever in 
resorting to any amendment. He moved to strike | which money is to be paid by the United States 
out the enacting clause of the bill. Mr. Cambre- | or the post office department.” 
leng then went into an expose in explanation and; The pending question was the motion of Mr. 
support of the bill. He was followed by Mr. Pick- | Garland, of Virginia, to strike out the enacting 


— 





_ens on the same side of the question. At the hour | clause of the bill. 


of recess Mr. P. gave way fora motion to rise, and | Mr. Garland, of Virginia, being entitled to the 
the committee rose. floor, went. at length, into a general argument 
EVENING SESSION. against the bill, and in reply to the remarks of 
Mr. Pickens conciuded his speech upon the sub- | Messrs. Cambreleng and Pickeus on the otber side. 
treasury bill. | At {wo o’clock the house took a recess. 
Mr. Garland, of Virginia, took the floor, and | EVENING SESSION. 
stated that it was his desire to address the commit- | The sub-treasury bill again under consideration— 
tee on this question, and he moved that the com- Mr. Dromgoole addressed the committee at length 
mitte rise. His motion prevailed,and the commit- in a constitutional argument against the employ- 
rose. ment of state banks as depositories of the public 


in the chair.) upon the post route bill. 


On motion of Mr. White, of Kentucky, the house 
| then went intocommittee of the whole (Mr. Davee 


Mr. Hopkins’ amendmeut was pending, the ob- 
ject of which was to appropriate $225,000 in order | 
te establish the proposed new routes. Mr. Under- 
wood went into an argument in order to show that | 
these routes might be established without any ad- | 
ditional appropriations. Mr. Reed was willing | 
that every useful and expedient facility should be 
afforded, not too burdensome upon the treasury. 
There were some things upon which he wished | 
some information, especially the express mail, | 
which he did not believe to be generally useful, | 
and as involving an expense which might be well | 
dispensed with. 

Mr. Montgomery said that it had occurred to the 


The following gentlemen were announced as |committtee to abolish the express mail, although it | 


composing the select committee on the memorial of | 


Francis P. Blair, viz: Messrs. McKay, Hopkins, 
Tho:nas, Hotfman, and Hamer. 

The Chair laid before the house an executive 
communication. 


had not been brought directly before the commit- | 
tee. It had only existed on commercial routes, 
and had been useful in transporting commercial in- 
itelligence; but that mail had been suspended | 
wherever the establishmnet of rail-road and steam-_ 





The senate’s amendments to several house bills 
were read and appropriately referred. 

Mr. 2dams resumed the floor in support of his 
ainendment on the subject of the admission of 


boat navigation had taken place. It had cost more | 
'than it had come to, and he (Mr. M.) was ofopinicn | 
that it might well be altogether abolished. 

| Mr. Pope was not particular about the passage 


money, and in favor of the bill as the only remain- 
ing resort, unless a national bank, which he held 
to be still more heterodox. 

Mr. Prentiss, of Mississippi, next obtained the 
floor, and commenced a speech of great interest 


cand animation, in which he traced the history of 


the experiments on the currency, and coinmented 


with severity ou the course of some gentlemen 


who bad changed their political preferences, and 
were now the advocates of this bill and of the ad- 
ministration generally. He continued to speak 
until about half-past six o’clock, when he gave 
way for a motion that the committee rise. It rose 
accordingly. 

Mr. Bronson laid on the table, and had leave for 
the printing of an amendment to the bill, which 
he proposed hereafter to nove. 

The Speaker laid before the house a message 
from the president of the United States, transmit- 
ting papers on the subject of the outrages on our 
frontier, 

The message was referred to the committee on 
military afiairs. 

And then the house adjourned. 

Thursday, June 21. Mr. Hoffman and Mr. Ha- 
mer were, on thei: own request, excused from ser- 
ving on the select committee on the memorial of 


fexas. He continued to speak until the expira- | of the amendment, though he had no objection to, Francis P. Blair. 


tion of the morning hour, when, without having 
finished his remarks, he yielded the floor. 


Mr. Cambreleng moved that the house go into | monstrated the necessity of the new routes proposed | 


committee of the whole on the state of the union. 
he motion prevailed, and the house accordingly 


Went into committee of the whole, (Mr. Connor, of | lieved that without it the bill would be entirely 


North Carolina, in the chair.) 
Mr. Cambreleng moved that the committee do 
Now take up the sub-treasury bill. Mr. Sergeant 


Moved to take ap the harbor bill. Mr. Cambreleng | 


would Say to the gentleman froin Pennsylvania, and 
0 the committee, that it must be obvious to all that 
ee was the only debateable bill now remaining; 
ater this should have been debated and disposed of, 
the house could go on and finish the public busi- 
hess remaining. He was sure all were anxious to 
£0 home; and it was best, on all accounts, to have 
the question on it decided in one way or other. 

he committee by tellers, voted to take up the 
sub-treasury bill: Ayes 132. The bill was read 


‘it: but he hoped that the bill, at all events, would | 
| be passed. Mr. Yell supported the bill. He de- | 


Ordered, That the Chair appoiut other members 
in their stead. 
Mr. Paynter, by leave, presented certain memo- 


‘to be established. Mr. Martin, of Al-bama, was in| rials and resolutions of different meetings in Phila- 


\favor of the amendment of Mr. Hopkins. He be- 


inonerative. 

The debate was further continned by Messrs. 
Hall, Goode. Mercer, Briggs. Montgomeru, Yell, 
Calhoun, Hoffman, Johnson, of Louisiana, Fletcher, 
(of Vermont, PAillips, and Williams, of North Ca- 
rolina. 

Mr. Yell’s motion (offered during this debate) to 
amend the amendment of Mr. Hopkins to strike ont 
and insert a clanse to repeal the act of 1836. estab- 
lishing the express mail, and to appropriate the 
proceeds to the new routes, slightly modified, pre- 
vailed. 

The amendment of Mr. Hopkins prevailed; the 
committee rose and reported the bill, and the house 








tough. Mr. Cambreleng rose, and was about toJ adjourned. 


delphia, for and against the sub-treasury bill. 

Mr. Tillinghast obtained an order that the resolu- 
tions of the legislature of Rhode Island, which, 
when presented by him, had throngh accident not 
been printed on the journal of the house, should 
‘now be inserted with an entry stating the former 
omission. 

| Mr. Cushing modified his resolution calling for a 
report from the committee on foreign relations so 
‘as to include the resolutions of the states of Rhode 
‘Island and of Vermont among those to be reported 
| upon. 

Mr. Adams then resumed the floor in support of 
his amendment, declaratory, of the ductrine that the 
| government has no power under the consitution to 
‘admit into the union the people of any foreign state. 
|He continued to speak till the expiration of the 
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movnins hour. A little farther time was then, by 
consent. allowed him; but before he had concinded, 

Mr. Harlin demanded the orders of the day. 

Bills tro.n the senate were then read, and’ refer- 
red; and the senate’s amendinents to certain bills of 
the house were concurred in. 

The house then, on motion of Mr. Cambreleng, 
went into co nmittee of the whole on the state of 
the union, (Mr. Connor, of North Carolina, in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the sub- 
treasury bill. 

Mr. Danean got leave to have ¢ertain amend- 
ments to the bill proposed by him laid on the table 
and printed. 

Mr. Prentiss, of Mississippi, then resumed the 
floor, and continued bis address to the committee in 
opposition to the bill, and particularly in reply to Mr. 
Pickens’ appeal to the interest of the south in 
behalf of the bill. He spoke until the expiration 
of the morning sitting, when the house, at 2 o’clock, 
took its daily recess. 

EVENING SESSION. 

After Mr. Prentiss had concluded his remarks, 
Mr. Hunter, of Virginia, took the floor, and spoke 
till six o’clock in favor of the bill, without con- 
cluding. 

And then the committee, on motion, rose, and 
the honse, on motion, adjourned. 

Frulay June 22. The journal being read, Mr. 
Jlams resuined and continued his reinarks (to be 
reported hereafter in full) upon the subject of the 
annexation of Texas to the union, until the laspe 
of the morning hour, without concluding. 

The chair having announced the private orders of 
the day, Mr. McKennan moved to take up for 
consideration the jrint resolution of Mr. Boon, pro- 
posing to fix the day of adjournment. 

Oj ction being male, Mr. MeKennan moved a 
suspension of the rules, to enable him to offer this 
motion, and on this he demanded the yeas and nays. 
which were ordered. The motion to suspend pre- 
vailed, yeas 139, nays 55. 

The following joint resolution, offered by Mr. 
Boon ona former day, was then taken up: 

** Resolved, (the senate concurring therein,) that 
the speaker of the house of representatives, and the 
president of the senate, close the present session of 
consress by an adjourninent of the two houses over 
which they preside respectively, on the first Mon- 
day of July next.” 


Mr. MeKenanan moved to amend by striking ont | 


the ‘Ist Monday” and inserting «2d Monday” of 
July. Mer. Boon modified the proposition accord- 
ingly. g 
the original reading, and asked the yeas and nays. 
Not ordered. The motion was rejected. Mr. 


Gtrlaad, of Lou.., moved to strike out the 2d,” | 
and insert the “3d”? Monday in July; and on this 
he asked the yeas and nays which were ordered. | 


Mr. G. referred the house to the calendar of busi- 
ness b-fore the house, and instanced several import- 
ant bills yet to be acted on, whence he argued that 
the adjourninent ought not to take place before the 
16th. 

Mr. Bouldin said he was anxious that the public 
business sionld be done. That it might be done 
was true. That it might have been done was 
eqiuullv trne. Butifthe gentleman from Louisiana 
(Mr. Girlind) thonzht that length of time would 
s-cire that object, Mr. B. would ask hiin to look 
bick upon the last six or seven months, and see 
what nad been done in all that time. He said, if 
they were diposed to do the business now, he had 
no doubt that every thing material could be done 
by the 9th of July. Ifthey did not wish to do it, 
they never would do it in any length of tine. If 
they meant to do it, let them act promptly; if not, 
let them “o home. 

Mr, Whittesey enumerated some important mat- 
ters to b: acted upon before adjournment, and said 
that the house had now found itselfin precisely the 
predica nent he had predicted it wonld be in the 
early part of this session. He was of opinion that 
all this proved the importance and necessity of act- 
ing earlier upon the important business of the ses- 
siov. Under the present state of affairs, he could 
not vote for an earlier day of adjournment than the 
16th of July. Mr. Boonthought that all the impor- 
tant business of this session, yet to be done, might 
well be transacted prior to the 9th of July, if mem- 
bers would but talk less and act more. 
said he would show the estimate in which he held 
the value of time by moving the previous question. 
On the question of seconding, tellers were ordered, 
and the house refused to second the motion of Mr. 
Haynes: Ayes 72, noes 95. So there was no se- 
cond, ; 

Mr. Nuylor agreed that it was certainly very im- 

ortant that the bills enumerated by several memn- 
bits should be acted upon, and he thought that this 
might as well be done by the 9th as by the 16th of 


Mr. Niylor moved to amend by restoring | 


Mr. Haynes | 


_is waiting the arrival of the troops; and signifies | 


July, and he should therefore vote for the earlier 
period. [Here ensned most deafenin 
question! Mr. Haynes took the floor. 
were repeated vet more loudly.] 

Mr. H. said that such vociferations did not terrify 
him. He would stand till doomsday, if necessary, 
and say what he had to say. He had risen to ask 
the yeas and nays. 

The Chair. The yeas and nays have been or- 
aered: and the question is on striking out ‘the 2d” 
and inserting “the 3d Monday in July.” 

That question was decided in the negative: yeas 
90, nays 121. 

Mr. Sherrod Williams moved to postpone the 
further consideration of this resolution until this 
day week. Mr. Casey demanded the yeas and 
nays. Notordered. Mr. Haynes asked for tellers. 
Granted. And the motion of Mr. Williams pre- 
vailed: Ayes 95, noes89. So the further considera- 


o ; 
The cries 


week. 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the house then 
went again into committee of the whole, and re- 
sumed the consideration of the snb-treasury bill. 

Mr. Hunter, of Virginia, resuined the floor, and 
concluded his remarks in support of the bill; and 


of the day’s sitting. 








CHRONICLE. 
| From the Canada frontier. The Albany Even- 
ing Journal states on the authority of Mr. J. 

W. Turner, a deputy marshal at Oswego who ar- 
rived at Albany on Monday, express from Lewis- 
| town, that the pairiotsof Upper Canada have again 
| made a rally on their own soil—having formed a camp 
| in “Long Swainp,” (an extensive marsh lying be- 
tween Grand island and Chippewa creek) where 
they are now fortifying themselves. The nucleus 
'of this force was formed by refugees who crossed 
over froin the United States in parties of twenty or 
| thirty ata time, so as to evade British vigilance, 
| but volunteers are said to be flocking in to them 
from all quarters. The number entrenched when 
| they were discovered is supposed to be from 200 to 
490. 





sent off to Toronto for a regular force to extricate 
them. This news says the Journal, is very vague— 
we believe it comes by way of Toronto-—but we 
think it may be substantially relied upon. This 
-evening’s western mail will either refute or confirm 
| at. 


Anolher report—Extract from a letter from P. C. 
H. Brother, esq. to a gentleman in this city, dated 
Queenston, 14th June, 1838: 
| To day the report is, that the patriots are kick- 
ing up another muss with us. It is said that they 
crossed last night below Lewiston, and are now in 
the forest between this and St. Catharine.” 


Correspondence of the Argus. 
Watertown, June 18, 1838. 
Dear sir: We have nothing of importance in re- 
lation tu the affairs of the frontier, save the fact just 
communicated to me, that this morning while the 
steainer Oneida was passing Wells’ island, Johnson, 


ed in such a manner as to equal the speed of the 
best steainboat. He and his men gave three cheers. 


| boat, but was suppressed. Johnson then raised froin 
his boat the flag of the Sir Robert Peel, and a s3e- 
cond time gave three cheers, which was also at- 
teinpted to be returned by some on board the steam- 
boat, but was in like manner suppressed. 

Jolinson then made off in his boat towards the 
island. 
Peel? was burnt. 

Julinson’s retreat being upon Canadian islands, 
and the speed of his boat surpassing every thing on 
the lake or river, when seen, all efforts as yet to 
take him have failed. He states that he will not be 
| taken alive; and that his fastness, if not impregna- 





| ble, will defy any force that can for some time at, 


| least be brought against it. 

Our militia, it cannot be expected, would be wil- 
ling to go upon Canadian ground, and attempt the 
| arrest of these desperate men; but we are hourly 
|in the expectation of the arrival of some regular 
| troops. Colonel Cummings has arrived here, and 


| his readiness to aid the civil officers in their elforts 
to arrest these men at all hazards. 


Another seizure. Capt. Homans, in command at 





patriot arms. Ninety stand, with bayonets, were 
found secreted at Dickerson’s tavern, six miles from 
| Lewiston, on the Lockport road. They were prin- 
cipally English Tower muskets and United States 
inanufacture. 





¢ cries of} mischief. 


tion of the resolution was postponed until Friday 


the bill was further discussed during the remainder 


The alarm was instantly given, and an express | 


with four men, appeared in his long boat, construct. | 


It was atteinpted to be returned on board the steain- | 


This occurred near the spot where the | 


Lewiston, has made another -valuable seizure cf 


This indefatigable officer is preventing much 
{ Buffalo Com. Adv. June 16th, 


Extract of a letter dated 
Cornwall, U. C., 4th June. 

A very bad feelng exists on both sides, ali alo, 
the frontier; and I am very sorry to say that it j, 
growing worse every day. Sir John Colborne pag. 
sed this tu-day on his way to Quebee. On his ay. 
rival there, he will iinmediately despatch two 9, 
three more regiments to this province. He hag 
inade arrangaments to place the whole frontier j, 
this quarter in astrong state of military defence. 
Lord Durham is expected here on Wednesday next, 
He intends making a tour of the Upper Province, 
|and it is currently reported that he intends moving 
the seat of government from Toronto to Kingston, 
This is said to have been recommended by Sir 
George Arthur. 

The war department has ordered two steamboats 
to be chartered—one on lake Erie and one on lake 
Ontario—each to be manned and armed. The boat 
on lake Erie will be placed under the command of 
lieut. J. T. Homans. 


Major general Macomb, to whom has been as. 
signed the command of our troops on the northern 
frontier, left Washington on the 12thinstant and js 
now at his post. The ‘Globe’ has the fo!lowing re. 
inarks on the appointment of general Macomb, 
‘‘That nothing may be wanting within its power 
to prevent collision on the frontier, the war depart. 
ment has ordered the first officer of the ariny to take 
charge of the force which is drawn together to sup. 
press the marauding parties on the Canada frontier, 
nade up of the disaffected Canadians, joined bya 
few outlaws from our side of the line. Whatever 
can be elfected by the limited means which the va. 
rious demands on our small army leave at the dis. 
posal of the commanding general, will doutbless be 
done to crush the border banditti, whose sole ob- 
ject is that of plunder and revenge. It is possible, 
too, that the inciters of this gang may hope to pro- 
duce by the predatory warfare, a general hostile 
feeling on the frontier, which may lead to difficul- 
ties which the respective governinents may not be 
able to compose. To prevent such mischief, no 
one, we are confident, is better adapted than 
| Macomb.” 





gen. 


From the Rochester Democrat, June 15. 

| Rumor of another outroge. We find the follow. 
|ing paragraph in the Toronto Patriot of Tuesday 
/afternoon. We have reason to believe that it is true, 
although it is possible that itis not. We give it as 
| we find it: 

| ‘Another division of the pirates is at work on 
| Lake Erie, where a schooner, laden with merchan- 
|dise belonging to Mr. Chrysler, of Niagara, has 
| been captured. A despatch, announcing this new 
| outrage, arrived in the city last nicht, but nothing 


| 


nore than the bare fact has transpired.” 


The Kingston Spectator of Saturday says: “Two 
| steamers were out last night, having troops on 
board, searching round the islands for the plunder- 

ers, and are not yet returned.” 


| 

| 

| Outrage. Weare mortified to sav that Major 
| Webb, the British officer commanding opposite 
| Black Rock, while on a visit to our city yesterday 
_afternoon, was insulted and maltreated by a parcel 
of worthless fellows, who constituted themselves 
champions of the national honor! The court of 
general sessions, now sitting, have called a special 
grand jury, on motion of the district attorney. for 
the prompt investigation of the outrage. [Buffalo 
Advertiser. 





‘Three of the individuals who made the unmanly 
attack on Major Webb, of the British army, have 
been tried and sentenced as follows: O’Brien to 
thirty days’ imprisonment, and a fine of filty dol- 
lars; Kellogg and Emmons to a fine each of seven- 
ty-five dollars. [ Globe. 


The Albany Evening Journal states that more 
than two hundred witnesses, residing along the 
frontier from Plattsburg to Buffalo, are in attend- 
/ance on the United States district court. Twelve 
| bills of indictment have been found. Among the 





Portland, Maine, and a yonng man by the name of 
|Palmer, of Clinton county. McKeazie, against 
whoin an indictment was found before, was in court 
|on Saturday. 


It is stated in the Montreal papers that the g0- 
vernment steamer Dee was expected there from 
Quebec with 200 seamen detached from the seve- 
ral ships lying there for service on the Upper Lakes. 
We may observe en passant that the above steamer 
Dee, and another government steamer, the Media, 
have made the passage across. the Atlantic this 
spring from England. 





|persons indicted are Dr. Nelson, Mr. Bryant. of 
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